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Mayor Seeks Influx 
of New Technology 


By Sun Ming 
/ Feng Yihua 

More important 
than all the contracts 
signed, says the mayor, 
is the exposition’s suc- 
cess in bringing cut- 
ting-edge technology to 
the city 

“The CBHT is no 
ordinary expo,” Mayor 
Liu told Beijing Today 
before the opening of Ma y° r Liu Qi 
the fifth China Beijing Photo b - v ChengTieliang 

International Expo 

(CBHT), which began yesterday 

“As an international platform, this event draws 
technologies, investment, talented persons and new 
ideas from around the world and strongly influenc- 
es the economy of Beijing,” said Liu, chairman of 
the expo organizing committee. 

The previous four sessions have attracted rep- 
resentatives from more than 60 countries and re- 
gions and 10,000 companies, with total contracts 
worth $15.2 billion. 

Liu stressed although earlier expos were prof- 
itable, this year’s event aims at demonstrating 
and commercializing Beijing’s science and high- 
tech achievements. 

Liu said the CBHT is an effective engine to 
expand the city economy. 

“This expo affirms Beijing’s importance as a 
base for scientific innovation, fuels the construc- 
tion of Zhongguancun Science and Technology 
Park and provides a platform for other cities and 
provinces in China to communicate with interna- 
tional companies and governments,” he said. 

“In the past, the government was the sole 
sponsor of this event, but it will not play such a 
major role this year.” 

The name of this year’s event has been 
changed to the China Beijing International Expo 
from the previous name, China Beijing Interna- 
tional High-tech Week, used from 1998 to 2001. 


Most Beautiful Woman 
in Whole World Wows 
Shoppers, Orphans 


By Chen Ying 

She is 19, a computer science student and 
was recently appointed ambassador of the Nige- 
ria national football team. 

She is also the first Miss World to come 
to China. Miss World 2001 finished off her 
three-day visit to the capital at a charity party 
Wednesday evening. 

Agbani Darego was invited by China Charity 
Federation to participate in a series of activities 

to raise money for 
orphans and dis- 
abled children. 

Miss Nigeria 
also flew to Hainan 
Province last week- 
end where she 
visited orphans at 
the Sanya Children 
Welfare Center. 

Her boss Julia 
Morley, chairwom- 
an and chief exec- 
utive of the Miss 
World Organiza- 
tion, inspected fa- 
cilities available 
for hosting the 
2003 Miss World 
Pageant. 

The Sogo De- 
partment Store in 
Xuanwumen also 
managed to stick 
her on a first-floor 
stage on Tuesday 
afternoon in front 
of a crowd of hun- 
dreds where Dare- 
go urged customers 
to do something to 
help the poor. 
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“Some of our IT companies, which are 
members of the TCA, had already been in 
cooperation with the Chinese mainland, 
but a lot still waits to be done to promote 
technology exchanges between the two 
sides," says Frank C Huang, chairman of 
the Taipei Computer Association . 


Photo by Cui Jun 


By Xiao Rong 

A n exhibition of Taiwan 
high-tech excellence de 
buted at the China 
Beijing International High-tech 
Expo, which opened yesterday. 

Besides the exhibition, a del- 
egation of about 250 represen- 
tatives of high-tech companies 
from the province also partici- 
pated in the expo. It’s the first 
time in the Beijing High-tech 
Expo’s history that Taiwan has 
organized such a delegation. 

Located in the No. 1 Exhi- 
bition Hall of the China In- 
ternational Exhibition Center, 
the Taiwan High-tech Excel- 
lence Exhibition features both 
products and high-tech compa- 
nies. 

A total 15 medal winners of 
the 2001 Taiwan Symbol of Ex- 
cellence Award have been cho- 
sen for this special tour to 
the capital. And the company 
participants focus on display- 
ing hardware, software systems 
and Internet equipment. 

First attraction 

First contact began as early 
as last April, when Beijing was 
preparing for the fourth session 
of the high-tech expo. 

“We were planning to expand 
our business in the Chinese 
mainland in 2000, when we 
got information about the expo, 
at that time named Beijing 
High-tech week,” said Frank C 
Huang, chairman of the Taipei 
Computer Association (TCA), 
the main promoter of the dele- 
gation. 

TCA connected with the 
Beijing Sub-Council of China 
Council for the Promotion of 
International Trade (CCPIT), 
the organizing committee of the 
expo. 

Then base two. A TCA visit- 
ing delegation flew to the city 
during the fourth session of the 
expo. Huang said that TCA was 
satisfied with their inspection, 
and decided to organize a del- 
egation to attend the fifth ses- 
sion this May. 

“Some of our IT companies, 
members of TCA, had already 
been cooperating with the Chi- 
nese mainland, but a lot still 
waits to be done to promote 
technology exchanges between 
the two sides,” he told Beijing 
Today. 

As a TCA division manager, 
Charles Shih is responsible for 
introducing business coopera- 
tion opportunities in the main- 
land to members. After TCA’s 
visit last year, he contacted the 
CCPIT. 

A visiting CCPIT delegation 
was invited to Taiwan this Jan- 
uary for further talks. 

“We have really learnt a lot 
from our Taiwan counterparts,” 
said delegate Wang Peng. “Es- 
pecially in the ideal of holding a 
successful exposition.” 

History of communication 
“We had been communicat- 
ing a whole year before we fi- 
nally decided to exhibit at the 
expo. A certain part of the work 


was done by our members them- 
selves with the help of TCA,” 
said Shih. 

About 50 of the 5,000-mem- 
ber TCA registered to par- 
ticipate in the Beijing expo. 
Thirty-five were chosen. 

“Only when we make this 
exhibition on the expo success- 
ful, can more members of TCA 
be attracted to Beijing to make 
this program sustainable,” said 
Shih. 

In his opinion, the Beijing 
expo may attract an audience, 
but cannot guarantee profits or 
lead to the signing of contracts. 

“So we are trying to promote 
our new technology and prod- 
ucts by ourselves instead of just 
relying on the organizing com- 
mittee,” he said. 

Most Taiwan IT industry 
participants invited their busi- 
ness partners from Zhongguan- 


cun to attend the exhibition. A 
celebration party between the 
two sides was held Wednesday 
evening. 

Compared with their Taiwan 
counterparts, some local exhib- 
itors from the mainland lack 
product promotion conscious- 
ness. They leave most of the 
work to the organizers, think- 
ing that the fame of the expo 
itself is enough to attract an au- 
dience, said Wang Peng. 

In Shih’s view, exhibitors 
from Taiwan are better at creat- 
ing a lively atmosphere to dis- 
play their products. He believed 
TCA, as the intermediary of the 
industry, has a duty to help its 
members build a platform to 
connect with consumers and ex- 
hibitors. 

Future starts here 

The role of organizers in 
a successful exhibition, Huang 


thinks, should be connecting 
specific exhibitors with their 
specific audience of potential 
consumers. 

“Most of the expositions in 
the Chinese mainland tend to be 
governmentally guided instead 
of market oriented,” he said. “Ac- 
tually what the exhibitors want 
most is not just support at pol- 
icy level, but practical demand 
on the spot,” said Shih. 

Huang said he believed fu- 
ture expos will grow increasing- 
ly professional, targeting more 
specific audiences as the expo 
earns a reputation as a global 
brand. 

“I’m confident that the 
Beijing high-tech expo will run 
better and better. And we will 
continue to participate and 
make it a sustainable commer- 
cial cooperation between the 
two sides.” 


Empress Dowager Cixi liked 
nothing more than popping 
off to the western outskirts of 
Beijing. Page 16 
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A gas explosion traps 21 
miners underground with little 
chance of survival. Page 8 


A 53-year-old runs a carving 
museum and a hospice. Page 9 
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Fly Me to the Moon 

Chinese astronauts to tread on lunar surface by 2010 


By Shan Jinliang 

China will complete its first 
manned trip to the moon and 
build a base on the moon before 
2010, claimed Ouyang Ziyuan, 
chief scientist for the moon-explo- 
ration project on May 18. 

Ouyang, also an academician 
of the China Academy of Sci- 
ences, dropped the news during 
a speech at the ongoing National 
Science & Technology Week held 


at the Millennium Monument. 
He said China is “well prepared” 
to put together a trip to the 
moon. 

“A group of top Chinese space 
technology researchers are lead- 
ing the project,” said Ouyang. He 
added that China has the fund- 
ing and technology to send a 
person to the moon. Developing 
and making the spacecraft will 
take three to four years, during 


which the moon exploration plan 
will also be set. 

He added only a billion yuan 
would be sufficient for the first 
moon exploration plan, and he 
hopes China will complete two 
trips to the moon by 2010 and 
establish a base to harness the 
moon’s mineral resources. 

In the first plan, a satellite will 
be sent into orbit around the moon 
to survey its resources, he said. 


In a speech delivered during 
the event, Wang Zhuang, deputy 
general designer of the Shenzhou 
III unmanned spacecraft, which 
blasted into space on March 25, 
said that China will send astro- 
nauts into space before 2005. 

He added 12 astronauts sel 
ected from tens of thousands of 
candidates have already started 
preparations for the country’s 
first manned space flight. China 


has designed and built its own 
space suits and a returnable 
space module at a cost of tens of 
millions of yuan, said Wang. 

Wang also explained the three 
phases of China’s manned space 
flight plan: first succeeding in 
sending people into space; second, 
building a space station; and 
last, having spaceships that offer 
transport between Earth and 
outer space. 


Market Braces for 
Discount Stores 


By Shan Jinliang 

May 15, Beijing Shoulian Com- 
mercial Group and Spain DIA 
Group, a subsidiary of France- 
based Carrefour, signed a letter 
of intention to open the city’s first 
discount store. 

According to the contract, the 
companies will set up a joint 
venture, Beijing DIA Shoulian 
Retailer Company, to open 500-700 
square meter stores in residential 
areas throughout the city. 

The discount stores will mainly 
sell food, at prices 10% cheaper 
than those at Carrefour chain 
stores. 

May 16, Beijing DIA 
announced it will open 20 to 30 
discount stores by the end of next 
year, and that it would acceler- 
ate the speed of opening stores 
to 50 to 60 annually in 2004. The 
company plans to open around 
100 discount stores in two and 
a half years, five to ten times 
faster than local retailers. 

“The stores will have a dra- 
matic impact on Beijing’s retail 
industry, just like when super- 
markets came onto the scene in 
the 1990s,” said Lu Yan, deputy 
director of the Beijing Commer- 
cial Commission. 

An analysis of this develop- 
ment published in Beijing Youth 
Daily on May 17 said that the 
discount stores’ convenient loca- 
tions, low prices, and emphasis on 
food products will position them 
for a direct attack on local super- 
markets, hypermarkets and con- 
venience stores. 

Beijing Wanfang Supermarket 
General Manger Chen Yabin said 
DIA’s entry into China’s market 
will have a great impact on 
the domestic retail industry from 
financial and management per- 
spectives. 

Mingpin Plaza, the first dis- 
count store in Shanghai, has 
received a frosty reception since 
opening in early November 2001. 
The store’s daily revenues have 
fallen from 90,000 yuan to 55,000 
yuan. 

An official who requested ano- 
nymity from Carrefour said this 
store would not be able to match 
the up-to-50% price reductions 
foreign discount stores can offer. 

Big World Brands 
Land in Airport 

By Shan Jinliang 

The World Top Brands Street 
at Capital International Airport 
began to take clearer shape on 
May 18 with the opening of a 
Lancel duty-free shop and two 
other name brand stores. 

Lancel’s store stands in the 
separation hall of the airports’ 
no. 2 terminal, near the Omega 
and Aigner duty free shops that 
opened on May 15. “Two more 
duty-free shops-Dunhill and 
Ameth-will go up in the near 
future,” said Xuan Fei, marketing 
manager of Beijing Capital Inter- 
national Airport Duty Free Shops 
Co.. 

According to Meng Shengfu, 
General Manager of this com- 
pany, international airports in 
other countries are home to 
duty-free shops for major inter- 
national brands, and the intro- 
duction of such stores at Capital 
Airport will help upgrade its 
image. 


Heritage Sites Gear up for Check 


By Shan Jinliang 

This year, the World Heri- 
tage Committee of the United 
Nations Education, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization will 
conduct full-scale inspections 
on the 28 World Heritage Sites 
in China, and those not up to 
snuff will be placed on the List 
of World Heritage in Danger. 

To protect humanity’s col- 


lective heritage, the Committee 
inspects one designated region 
of the world every six years. 
This year it is the Asia and 
Pacific area’s turn. 

Thirty-one World Heritage 
Sites, none of which are in 
China, have been demoted to 
the List of World Heritage in 
Danger. 

International Council on 


Monuments and Sites (China) 
secretary general Guo Ni said 
the China Education and Sci- 
ence Organization will hold a 
professional training class for 
site officials to prepare for the 
inspection. 

According to Guo, the fact 
that no World Heritage Site in 
China is on the danger list shows 
the effectiveness of the efforts of 


local governments, but problems 
do lurk in the administration of 
these properties. 

Xie Ninggao, a professor and 
director of the Peking Univer- 
sity World Heritage Research 
Center, said the biggest chal- 
lenges for most World Heritage 
Sites are not large crowds, but 
over-development and destruc- 
tion of historic locations. 


China Ships off First Volunteers for Overseas Service 


Five young volunteers, the first group 
China has sent out for overseas service, 
left Beijing for Laos on Wednesday. 

At a farewell ceremony held by the Chi- 
nese Young Volunteers Association (CYVA) 
at the Great Hall of the People, the vol- 
unteers were awarded certificates and 
badges. 

The volunteers, who are from Beijing, 
Shanghai, Shenzhen, Anhui and Henan, 
were selected from 1,000 candidates after 
a rigorous evaluation process. 

They will stay in Laos for six months, 
running training courses for local people 
on Chinese, English and computer and 


medical skills. 

A CYVA spokesperson said that China 
and Laos agreed to cooperate through this 
volunteer service on March 17 this year. 

The CYVA began recruiting volunteers 
from the public to work in Laos on March 
29. Meanwhile, a registration system was 
set up for volunteers, an important step in 
China’s voluntary service cause. 

Thongsavanh Phomvihane, counselor at 
the Laotian Embassy in China, said at the 
ceremony that China’s sending of its first 
volunteers to help its friendly neighbor 
Laos would not only strengthen mutual 
understanding and friendship between the 


two peoples, but also contribute to world 
peace and development. 

Individuals and companies have stepped 
forward to support the volunteers. Ping’an 
Insurance Company has provided an insur- 
ance policy worth 100,000 yuan (about 
12,050 US dollars) to each volunteer. 

The CYVA, established in 1994, has set 
up 24,000 community service stations in 
all Chinese provinces and regions. 

By the end of February 2002, 100 mil- 
lion people in China had volunteered a 
total of 4.5 billion hours of their time to dif- 
ferent public service projects. 

(Xinhua) 
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Changchang, 35, China’s oldest known 
giant panda, died on Monday in Jinan, 
Shandong Province, and will be stuffed 
and mounted for future display. 

The 114-kilogram male panda had 
been suffering from organ failure since 
the beginning of this month, according 
to the medical team at the Jinan Zoo, 
where he lived. 

The average life expectancy for this 
endangered species is 25 years, Found 


sick and starving in the Baishuijiang 
National Nature Reserve in north- 
western China’s Gansu Province, 
Changchang became an immediate star 
in Jinan when he arrived in the city in 
1995. 

Local media issued regular updates 
on his health after reports first came 
out that he had trouble eating and 
breathing and families flocked to the 
zoo to visit the ailing panda. 


Beginning May 8, Changchang 
refused to touch a bite of his regular 
daily fare of three pieces of steamed 
bread, three liters of milk and at least 
15 kilograms of bamboo leaves. 

A zoo spokesperson said that an 
autopsy would be conducted to deter- 
mine the cause of the panda’s death. 
After being stuffed and mounted, 
Changchang will be returned to his 
home in Gansu Province. (Xinhua) 
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Judges Ready to Drop 
the Hammer 

By Wang Y any an /Wang Jing 
/Liu Shenliang 

The afternoon of May 17, the 
Beijing government took deliv- 
ery of 15 gavels in preparation 
for the trial implementation of a 
regulation requiring the use of 
gavels in people’s courts begin- 
ning June 1. 

The regulation explicitly 
stipulates how gavels should 
be used during different stages 
of court hearings. Judges have 
to hit their gavels when open- 
ing court sessions and when 
calling court to order. 

Judges in Shijingshan Court 
have started to receive training 
in gavel banging. 

Local courts will also learn 
from the practices of British 
and American courts, but forgo 
the donning of powdered head- 
pieces. 

Official Procurement 
Goes Transparent 

By Wang Y any an /Yuan Man 

As of May 16, the Beijing 
government has opened its pro- 
curement activities to public 
supervision for the first time, in 
order to both normalize procure- 
ment operations and strengthen 
the legal system behind them. 

The city government has 
also held a conference to select 
special supervisors, at which 
five were named. These person- 
nel will research and formu- 
late regulations regarding the 
entire process of government 
procurement in Beijing. 

As early as 1997, the local 
government began to explore 
methods to make its procure- 
ment procedures more trans- 
parent. 

According to Du Wenlan, the 
average annual growth rate 
of governmental procurement 
has been around 132% over the 
past five years. Last year, 2.483 
billion yuan was spent on gov- 
ernment purchasing, while the 
budget for this year is esti- 
mated at 3.5 billion yuan. 

Government procurement is 
making up a rising proportion the 
city’s overall budget expenses, 
expected to rise to 7% this year 
from 4.9% last year. 

Civil Police Services 
Reshuffled 

By Pang Qingjuan 

Beginning May 15, Beijing 
police officers are being divided 
into three categories to make 
their roles more clear and 
better serve the city. 

A new regulation stipulates 
that civil police forces are to be 
divided into community police, 
public security police and 
internal affairs officers. All 
police forces have five major 
functions: supervision of pop- 
ulation flow, maintenance of 
public security, crime preven- 
tion, information collection and 
providing other services for 
local residents. 

Under the new regulation, 
community police are respon- 
sible for ensuring the security 
of residential communities, col- 
lecting information and super- 
vising population flow and 
housing rental. Public security 
police will focus on investigat- 
ing crimes and patrolling the 
streets. Internal affairs officers’ 
responsibilities include super- 
vising household registration 
and receiving public visits. 

The policy is expected to 
facilitate the formation of an 
interlocked, dynamic social 
patrol network based on local 
police stations. 

The Public Security Bureau 
of Beijing will establish police 
service centers in residential 
communities throughout the 
city, with uniform exterior 
designs, symbols and facilities. 
New public notice boards will 
then be put up outside of police 
stations. 
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Alcatel Wins $114 Min 
GSM Contract with 
Jiangsu Mobile 

By Xu Ying 

French telecommunications- 
equipment maker Alcatel said 
Tuesday it has signed a $114 
million contract to expand the 
GSM network of Chinese mo- 
bile operator Jiangsu Mobile, 
a subsidiary of China Mobile. 
GSM is the Global System For 
Mobile Communications. 

Alcatel says it will deliver 
its Evolium mobile infrastruc- 
ture equipment via its Chi- 
nese joint venture, Shanghai 
Bell Alcatel Mobile Communi- 
cations Systems. 

The equipment will permit 
Jiangsu Mobile to expand its 
network capacity to about 8 
million subscribers, or nearly 
half the total market in Jiangsu 
Province, Alcatel said. 

Toshiba Adding 
Computer Production 
Plant in China 

By Xu Ying 

Toshiba will build a second 
plant to produce portable per- 
sonal computers in China, amid 
a growing trend for Japanese 
electronics makers to move op- 
erations to China. 

Toshiba said in a statement 
last Friday that it had acquired 
land in Hangzhou, Zhejiang 
Province, and will set up two 
subsidiaries there to produce 
personal computers as well 
as carry out sales and re- 
search. Toshiba plans to pro- 
duce 750,000 PCs a year from 
April next year. 

Toshiba has more than 20 
subsidiaries and affiliates in 
China doing business in elec- 
tronics components, electrical 
appliances and other products. 
It already produces PCs at a 
plant in Shanghai. 

Toshiba said in a statement, 
“China enjoys numerous ad- 
vantages as a production base, 
and is also the world’s biggest 
market.” 

All major Japanese electron- 
ics manufacturers are stepping 
up their business in China, 
where labor is cheaper than 
Japan and the huge domestic 
market is believed to hold great 
potential. 

Toshiba plans to cooperate 
with universities in the area and 
employ Chinese engineers, an- 
other sign that China is becom- 
ing increasingly attractive for 
producing advanced products. 

Toshiba said it hopes to have 
Toshiba group companies en- 
ter the Chinese market more 
quickly and respond better to 
changes in that market. 

First Russian Car 
Manufacturer Enters 
China Market 

Sok Group, the third larg- 
est car manufacturer in Russia, 
announced Tuesday that it will 
launch a joint-venture factory 
in China to develop a car priced 
under 80,000 yuan aimed at or- 
dinary Chinese families. 

Sok is the first Russian car 
manufacturer to enter Chinese 
market. The company has sent 
an expert team to more than 
20 Chinese cities for market 
testing and is planning to in- 
vest 200 million US dollars in 
the joint venture. 

A Sok spokesperson said a 
sound economic environment 
and policy system in China had 
attracted more and more for- 
eign business, and the great 
marketing potential also drew 
much attention from foreign 
car manufacturers. 

Sok, known for its “Izh” and 
“Roslada” models, will develop 
new types to meet the different 
needs of Chinese customers. In 
2001, Sok turned out 87,000 
cars. 

Analyst believe that the 
Russian car industry’s entry 
into China’s market will not 
lead to an overall increase in 
Russian exports to China, but 
also increase bilateral trade. 

Founded in 1994, Sok holds 
40 enterprises of various types 
employing 80,000 people. 

At the International Vehicle 
Exhibition to be held in Beijing 
on June 6, Sok will display its 
new-generation products. 

C Xinhua ) 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 


Mil Breaks up Monopoly 

New Netcom to Eliminate Redundant Business 





By Yang Xiao 

U T am not taking charge 
I of arranging the open- 
± ing ceremony on May 16, 
personally I think the new Chi- 
na Telecom will not take charge 
either. The task belongs to Min- 
istry of Information Industry.” 
So said Li Ran, representative 
of China Netcom Corporate In- 
formation Department, when 
Beijing Today contacted her two 
days before the ceremony. 

In fact both companies un- 
veiled new logos last Thursday 
on their Web sites and in full- 
page advertisements in major 
newspapers. Leaders of both 
companies took part in the open- 
ing ceremony. The publicity blitz 
ended months of silence from 
the operators. The Ministry of 
Information Industry had hoped 
to launch the two ventures pri- 
or to the Chinese New Year, but 
was thwarted by a degree of 
foot-dragging and bureaucracy. 

“China has been growing at 
a rate of a new US regional tele- 
com company,” says Robert Mao, 
president of Nortel Networks 
China. It is no surprise that 
China’s telecom industry will be 
worth $27 billion by 2006, ac- 
cording to Gartner Dataquest. 
The researcher did not cite the 
current market value. Now Chi- 
na has more than 300 million 
telephone subscribers and 131 
million mobile phone users. 

The ministry ordered the 
breakup last December, on the 
day China joined the WTO. As 
a condition of membership, the 
government has promised to 
let foreigners own up to 50 per- 
cent of telecom ventures after 
two years and 49 percent of mo- 
bile phone companies after five 
years. 

“The guiding policy of the 
telecom system reform is the 
breakup of monop- 
olies,” Minister of 
Information Indus- 
try Wu Jichuan said 
in a statement. He 
said his ministry 
would strive to “pro- 
mote fair market 
competition.” 

Foreign telecom 
giants have been 
quick to praise Chi- 
na’s reforms in the 
information indus- 
try. “Maybe because 
the information in- 
dustry opened ear- 
lier than any other industries, 
then the field became the most 
booming market throughout 
China,” commented Wu Jiguo, 
deputy general manager of Cap- 
itel Nokia Mobile Telecommuni- 
cations whose company invested 
over 12 billion dollars and earns 
one billion dollars in exports for 
Beijing annually, one quarter of 
the total. 

The two new companies in- 
herit one of the world’s most 


modern fiber-optic networks and 
one of the biggest Internet mar- 
kets. One company retains the 
China Telecom name and op- 
erates in the 21 southern and 
western provinces and regions. 
The other will merge China 
Telecom’s operations in the re- 
maining 10 provinces with data 
communications carrier, China 
Netcom, and operate under the 
China Netcom name. 

China Telecom’s share of the 
market will fall 
from more than 50 
percent to 33.8 per- 
cent. China Net- 
corn’s share will be 
17.2 percent. 

They will rank as 
China’s second and 
third largest car- 
riers, after China 
Mobile. The other 
three state-owned 
carriers are China 
Unicom, China Rail- 
corn, and China Sat- 
com. 

“In three to five 
years’ time, we will build China 
Netcom into a world-class, inter- 
nationally-competitive telecom 
operator,” said a statement is- 
sued by Xi Guohua, president of 
China Netcom. 

According to reports, the two 
reorganized company will stride 
into investment on advanced 
software and instruments utili- 
zation while offer updated ser- 
vices. Moreover, the new Telecom 
plans to collect cash amounting 


Wu Jichuan, Minister of 
Information Industry 


I Public telephone in Harbin sport the new China Netcom logo 
(above); Workers in Shanghai erect a billboard bearing the new 
China Telecom logo (below). Old China Telecom had been one 
of the world’s biggest phone companies, with 100 million lines. 
The number of fixed line telephones has risen from 17.3 million 
in 1993 to 87.4 million last year Photos by Photocome 


to billions of dollars in an over- 
seas listing program to be car- 
ried out this year. 

Concerning the future busi- 
ness, Xi Guohua, president of 
China Netcom pointed out that 
it is urgent to the corporation 
to integrate the business of 
the three participants attach- 
ing themselves in the late reor- 
ganization, aiming to take full 
advantage of all parts’ predom- 
inance by cutting down redun- 
dant business. His frank speech 
showed that the new telecom 
company had a better capacity 
in the area. 

Equipment makers welcomed 
the launch of China Telecom 
and China Netcom. New orders 
for equipment had dropped off 
while managers focused on cre- 
ating the two new companies. 

“We expect to benefit from 
the China Telecom restructur- 
ing as early as next year, once 
the two companies begin to in- 
vest in building more networks 
across China,” said Ron Spith- 
ill, president of French telecom 
equipment maker Alcatel’s Asia- 
Pacific operations. 

Zhou Deqiang, president of 
China Telecom, called for the 
company to be turned into a 
“leading international telecom 
company in terms of efficiency, 
service and management.” 

Zhou said China Telecom 
would speed up development of 
broadband Internet access ser- 
vices in addition to its voice and 
data businesses. 


AUTO INDUSTRY 


Reluctant Purchase to Unveiled in June 


By Jiang Zhong 

N egotiations over Yiqi’s purchase of 
Tianqi are attracting a lot of me- 
dia attention, and the results are 
reportedly to be announced in June. How- 
ever the two parties are apparently reluc- 
tant to sit down together for round table 
discussions. 

Then why is there talked about a “mar- 
riage”? Tianqi announced ten key proj- 
ects worth 900 million yuan in early 2001. 
Part of the projects, worth 400 million 
yuan, are preparations for the launch of 
Toyota NBC V in 2002. 

Toyota, Tianqi’s partner, was not satis- 
fied with Tianqi’s current situation, specif- 
ically its bad asset burden and inefficient 
human resource configuration. According 
to Toyota, Tianqi should close down its 
unprofitable production lines of Yan Pai 
truck and San Feng wagon. 

It should also stop purchasing parts from 
inferior suppliers. As one of the key en- 
terprises of Tianjin, Tianqi’s fulfillment of 
Toyota’s requirement would undoubtedly 


exacerbate the severe unemployment situa- 
tion of the city. Toyota’s condition for overall 
cooperation was unacceptable for Tianqi. 

At the same time Toyota was negotiat- 
ing with Yiqi on a sedan project. Since Toy- 
ota didn’t want to give up its cooperation 
Tianqi, and its technical aid was very im- 
portant for Tianqi’s transformation in pro- 
duction means and upgrade of products. 
It seemed that Yiqi should be the only so- 
lution to the partners’ dilemma. In early 
1980s, Toyota purchased Daihatsu, the sup- 
plier of Xiali technologies. So Toyota has 
controlled Tianqi’s lifeline since then. 

In 2000 Toyota announced the initi- 
ation of the two partners’ overall coop- 
eration with the launch of its engine 
production in Tianqi. However Tianqi, the 
economy manufacturer, couldn’t contrib- 
ute anything helpful for improving Toyo- 
ta’s presence in Chinese market, owing to 
its burden of bad assets and unemploy- 
ment pressure. 

Meanwhile Yiqi, the key enterprise of 
the state, is taking advantage of the gov- 


ernment’s support. Cooperation with Yiqi 
and Yiqi’s purchase of Tianqi will be of 
great help for launching Toyota’s sedan 
production in China. The purchase would 
also satisfy the government. The govern- 
ment has encouraged the three giants’ 
purchase of inefficient auto enterprises 
such as the assembly plants and parts 
manufacturers. Jia Xinguang, senior re- 
searcher of China Auto Industry Consult- 
ing Company, explained, “It’s very difficult 
to put the merger of Chinese auto indus- 
try into practice. 

The giants who purchase the inferior 
manufacturers have to also take the bur- 
den of their bad assets, according to the gov- 
ernment’s regulations. The result is the ad- 
vantage of integration and the strength of 
the giants would be greatly compromised. 
And inner competition will replace outer 
competition. Nothing would be changed. 
Yiqi had declined a merger offer with an 
engine plant in Beijing last year, owing to 
the plant’s debt of 2,000 million yuan and 
20,000 laid off employees. 


Despite Toyota’s mediation, Tianqi is 
in a similar situation to Beijing engine 
manufacturers. However, some other in- 
ternational giants have also contact Yiqi 
for sedan cooperation. So Toyota risks los- 
ing it strong potential partner and even 
missing the opportunity of improving its 
presence in China if it continues to insist 
on Yiqi’s purchase of Tianqi. 

Both Yiqi and Tianqi refused to reveal 
what progress had been made in the lat- 
est negotiations. Beijing Today called 
Toyota’s China Office on Wednesday. The 
company said that the negotiation was 
the business between the two parties, 
and would not comment on the issue at 
present. The current situation is that the 
Tianjin government and Toyota hope the 
two parties will sign the contract, ac- 
cording to Chinese auto market research- 
ers and the media. Yiqi doesn’t want to 
be involved in Tianqi’s Troubles, but for 
Tianqi, it will carry out its new model 
production, even if the negotiations come 
to nothing. 
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Beijing Invites 

International 

Suggestions 

Beijing is inviting large international businesses 
to offer their assistance and suggestions for the city’s 
development as it is determined to make the 2008 
Olympic Games a success and seize opportunities 
brought about by China’s accession to the World 
Trade Organization (WTO). 

This was the message of both Jia Qinglin, sec- 
retary of the Beijing Municipal Committee of the 
Chinese Communist Party, and Mayor Liu Qi at a 
meeting Wednesday with participants attending the 
fourth annual meeting of the International Business 
Leaders Advisory Council for the Mayor of Beijing. 

The two-day annual meeting, held May 22-23 in 
Beijing, focused on the Olympics Games, Beijing’s 
overall development, and China’s WTO accession and 
Beijing’s opening-up. 

Heinrich von Pierer, president and CEO of Siemens 
AG, praised Beijing for its progress in communica- 
tions, environmental protection, scientific and techno- 
logical development and investment environment. 

He said he hoped that the meeting would help the 
participants learn more about the city so they will be 
able to provide practical suggestions. 

There are 21 well-known names in the council, 17 
of whom attended this year’s meeting. (Xinhua) 

Ericsson Establishes 
R&D Center in China 

By Ivy Zhang/ Xinhua 

The foundation of the Ericsson R&D Academy in 
Beijing was announced Wednesday this week, dem- 
onstrating the telecommunication giant’s continued 
interest in the world’s largest market. 

The announcement was made by Kurt Hellstrom, 
Ericsson’s Chief Executive Officer, prior to the open- 
ing of the fifth China Beijing International High-tech 
Expo (CBHT), which he will attend. 

Dr. Zhang Ken has been named president of the 
academy and will be in charge of strategic planning 
and research and development. 

Hellstrom said that China’s market is critical to 
the future development of his company. Moreover, 
China’s massive potential market, sound investment 
environment, skilled human resources and research 
and development facilities will help Ericsson to pro- 
vide its global network with better products and ser- 
vices. 

To date, Ericsson has established six research 
and development centers, ten joint ventures and four 
wholly-owned enterprises in China. This new facility 
is intended to strengthen cooperation between Erics- 
son and Chinese research institutes. 


By Shan Jinliang 

Hundreds of intellectuals gathered at the Capital 
Hotel this week for the kick-off of the Trade Talks on 
Investment Projects for Overseas Chinese Scholars, at 
which several letters of intent were signed. 

Before the talks opened, senior city officials pre- 
sented “Overseas Scholars Business Start-up Awards” 
to ten excellent overseas Chinese scholars in a hall of 
the hotel’s second floor. 

In his speech at the trade talks in the morning, Zhang 
Jianjun, deputy secretary general of Beijing Municipal 
Government, said Beijing has attracted around 30,000 
returning Chinese scholars, the most by any city in 
China. 

Nearly a dozen returned scholars introduced the 
projects they are representing in seeking cooperation to 
an audience of more than 600 people. Most introduced 
more than one project, pushing their speeches past the 
scheduled time of three minutes. 

Projects mentioned by scholars returned from the 
US, Great Britain, Canada, and France cover fields 
including bio-pharmaceutical methods to cure breast 
cancer, financial management software, environmental 
consulting and several projects for the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics. 

Ying Qinwei, who works at the Harvard School of 
Medicine, introduced one of the most astonishing tech- 
nologies, a genetic technology that was selected by Sci- 
ence magazine as one of the top ten technologies of 
2001. 

Half an hour before the doors were scheduled to open 
at 1 pm, business people began to flock to the hall in 
hopes of finding cooperative partners. Overseas schol- 
ars representing 113 companies, 31 international inves- 
tors and 40 domestic companies were expected to take 
part in yesterday’s free-style trade talks. 

“The actual number of participants could be much 
larger,” said Jiang Quansheng, CEO of Arron Invest- 
ment Consulting, the organizer of the trade talks. “More 
than 200 overseas Chinese scholars brought around 
400 high-tech projects, most in the IT, wireless telecom- 
munications and environmental protection fields.” 

At 3:30 pm, an unnamed leader of the delegation 
from Yinkou, Liaoning Province, said, “We have signed 
letters of intent with a contractual value of 200 million 
yuan.” 

Jiang told Beijing Today , “the total contractual value 
of letters of intent signed at the first trade talk for 
overseas Chinese scholars at last year’s High-tech Expo 
reached around 800 million yuan.” 


Trade Talks Generate 
Tech Interest 



A world of the International Media Boulevard attracts visitors at the International Modern Media Exhibition yesterday Photo by Zhuangjian 

Media Exhibition Kicks Off High-tech Expo 


By Zhao Pu 

T he International Modern 
Media Exposition (IMME) 
kicked off Wednesday this 
week at the China World Trade 
Center, the first of the kind to get 
formally underway this year. 

Organized by the Press and 
Publications Administration and 


the Expo organizing committee, 
the exhibition showcases the 
state-of-the-art images of domes- 
tic and foreign medias and also 
unveils the model for Beijing’s 
International Media Boulevard. 

Including the section devoted 
to the International Media Bou- 
levard, the exhibition consists of 


five major sections. The print- 
media section features Beijing 
Youth Daily, China Daily, Beijing 
Morning Post, emphasizing their 
respective styles. Beijing Radio Sta- 
tion and Sun Television form the 
audio and video part of the exhibi- 
tion. Several domestic advertising 
companies provide lively and color- 


ful images, while the State Inspec- 
tion Center of Information Safety 
spreads the concept of information 
safety technologies. 

The highlight of the exhibition is 
the model presentation of the Inter- 
national Media Boulevard, which 
was also the subject of a trade talk in 
the adjoining China World Hotel. 


Development Area Exhibition 
to Attract Further Opportunities 


By Miao Yajie 

As China’s only state-level devel- 
opment zone so far, Beijing Develop- 
ment Area is hosting a sub-exhibition 
hall at this year’s Expo.The atten- 
dance of ten of the Beijing mayor’s 
special advisors at Wednesday’s 
opening ceremony is evidence of the 
status of this exhibition and the 
development area itself. 

In the 20,000-square-meter Motor 
Hall of the Jingkai International 
Motor Square in the area, the exhi- 
bition is divided into five categories. 
A motor show and multiple service 
show are on the first floor. 

Featured are ten latest models 


of brands such as Audi, Porsche, 
Volvo, and BMW, as well as a forklift 
truck from TCM, which is capable of 
moving sideways. They are on show 
for the first time in Beijing. 

Staff from the Department of 
Customs, the Industrial and Com- 
mercial Bureau, state and local 
tax departments, the Construction 
Bank, and the Agriculture Bank 
representing the multiple service 
sectors, provide on the spot consult- 
ing on investment, trade talks and 
talent recruitment. 

The focus on the second floor is on 
achievements in the Beijing Devel- 
opment Area over the ten years since 


its establishment in 1991. Many of 
the large enterprises residing in the 
area, including Nokia, SMC, China 
Netcom, occupy stands at the exhi- 
bition. 

The newly opened International 
Enterprises Cultural Park in the 
Area is the first of its kind world- 
wide. Besides the green function of 
the park, it is the first collective 
show of the world’s enterprise cul- 
ture. With the distinctive charac- 
teristics of humanity and culture 
in harmony and the combination of 
visual and virtual displays, the exhi- 
bition will surely bring new oppor- 
tunities to the area. 



Mascots rehearse on Wangfujing Street for the opening ceremony of the Wangfujing World Famous Commercial 
Streets' Seminar to he held this Friday Photo by Zhang Ke 

Foreign Reps Take Hard Look 
at Wangfujing 


By Feng Yihua 

Representatives from five coun- 
tries of famed international com- 
mercial streets arrived in Beijing 
Wednesday to attend the World 
Famous Commercial Streets’ Sem- 
inar on Wangfujing Street, one 
activity in the fifth CBHT. 

Representatives from another 
eight countries arrived yesterday, 
according to CBHT Organizing 
Committee. 

The delegates that have already 
arrived come from Austria, 
Canada, the US, Indonesia and 
the Republic of Korea, represent- 
ing the commercial streets from 
around the world, such as New 
York’s Fifth Avenue and Paris’ 
Champs-Elysees. 

The delegates from 14 coun- 


tries will all gather at Wangfujing 
this Friday to discuss the problems 
facing Wangfujing Street in terms 
of construction and administra- 
tion, and offer suggestions for the 
street’s continued development. 

After visiting Beijing’s Silk 
Market on Monday, Austrian rep- 
resentative Helmut Mondschein, 
said, “Silk Market is great, it offers 
all sorts of goods and bargaining 
with vendors is OK.” 

Mondschein added, “Kaermtner 
Street in Vienna is a commercial 
area noted for its blend of interna- 
tional name brands with family- 
based companies, and old buildings 
with modem structures.” 

The Dongcheng District govern- 
ment hopes to change Wangfujing 
from being just a shopping area 


into a multi-functional area, inte- 
grating shopping, recreation and 
culture sites. 

‘Wangfujing will invite some 
experts in commerce to make an 
upgrading project. We will ask 
some commerce experts for advice 
and spend several years on rebuild- 
ing Wangfujing,” said Li Jun, vice 
manager of the personnel depart- 
ment of the Wangfujing Adminis- 
tration Office. 

Founded in the Yuan Dynasty 
over 700 years ago, Wangfujing 
Street evolved into a commercial 
street by the end of Qing Dynasty. 
Since 1949, it has emerged as Chi- 
na’s most famous market street, 
and been rebuilt three times in the 
past twenty years. 


Media Boulevard 
Invites Business 
Giants 

By Zhang Ran 

Xuanwu District held its first activity to 
invite investment in the Beijing Interna- 
tional Media Boulevard (IMB) at the China 
World Hotel at 10:00 am Wednesday. 

Beijing city government officials, repre- 
sentatives from prospective investors such 
as Hong Kong-based Phoenix TV and Sun 
TV, banks including the Bank of China and 
Beijing City Industrial and Commercial Bank, 
and insurance companies joined in the trade 
talks. 

The IMB will be built to the southwest of 
Tian’anmen Square and consist of Interna- 
tional News Center, Top Garden Plaza, Media 
Commercial and Trading City, International 
Media Center, Fenghua Cyber City, Media 
Tomorrow City, Jingyun Media City, Hualong 
Media Building. The area was designed to 
be an operation center for top international 
media organizations and a residential center 
for their staff. 

The International News Center will be 
the most prominent structure in the IMB, 
with a total area of nearly 110,000 square 
meters. This center is intended to meet the 
changing needs of the media industry since 
China’s WTO entry and the evolution of 
traditional news agencies and communica- 
tions. 

The Jingyun Media City at the heart of 
the IMB will have a natural, traditional 
Chinese design. Ma Bingjian, an expert in 
ancient architecture, is directing the plan- 
ning of the building, which will meld Ming 
and Qing dynasty construction styles. 

Jin Yan, vice governor of Xuanwu Dis- 
trict, said, “the completion of the IMB will 
effect a great change on this old district.” 

Teshijie Receives 
Applauds 

By Shan Jinliang 

In a comer of a hall on the second floor of 
the Capital Hotel yesterday, Zhang Shiwei, rep- 
resentative of Teshijie Group (Hong Kong) in 
Shenzhen, smiled as he described the prospects 
of his pet project to visitors and potential inves- 
tors. 

Zhang said, “It is called plastic steel and it’s 
biodegradable.” 

While Zhang described the project, a 
short man from Xinyi, Zhejiang Province, 
passing by took interest. Zhang told him, 
“Come have a look. This is a state key proj- 
ect in the Ninth Five-Year Plan.” 

Zhang told hm that his building mate- 
rials all meet state standard and are gen- 
erally cheaper than those in similar other 
products. 

“Four production lines for our products 
cost as little as 3.5 million yuan, compared 
to 2.54 million US dollars for one inferior 
imported production line,” he said. 

Zhang told another visitor that a company 
from France, “ordered products from our pro- 
duction lines, but due to our limited production 
capacity, we had to sell them manufacturing 
equipment.” 
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Battery Shocks Motorola Customer 


By Zeng Peng 

More than 20 days after his mobile phone battery 
exploded, he awaits a satisfactory response from Mo- 
torola. 

Guan Li, Motorola China public relations manager, 
said after-service personnel were “taking efforts” to 
solve the problem through consultation with Mr. Zhao 
and the authorized service center. 

Zhao, who declined to have his full name published, 
bought his Motorola 388 with two batteries and a char- 
ger for 4,980 yuan at Tianqiao branch of Beijing Zoom- 
flight Telecom on April 26. He plugged in the battery 9 
pm on April 28, he says. 

Then 11 am the next day, something happened. 

“My living room filled with smoke right after a big 
explosion,” he said. “The charged battery then disinte- 
grated into four parts.” 


The next day after the accident, Zhao went to Zoom- 
flight. Manager Sui Li sent Zhao to the Motorola Main- 
tenance Center to have the fried equipment checked. 
The center supervisor said the battery was too badly 
damaged to appraise its authenticity. 

A frustrated Zhao went to the Beijing Quality Test 
Station for Communication Products noon the next 
day. After thorough examination, personnel confirmed 
the authenticity of the Motorola charger. But they 
failed to authenticate the battery. The authenticity la- 
bel had been burnt so as not to reveal the Motorola 
test station. 

The Tianqiao branch store of Zoomflight faxed a 
statement to Motorola, explaining the accident and that 
they would replace the original M388 battery and one 
charger. Eight days later, Sui Li showed Zhao the cer- 
tificate indicating his new mobile phone and accessories 


were all real Motorola products, not fake. 

Zhao went to Motorola China on May 8 and showed 
the battery and charger to Hao Yongmin, who works in 
the after-service section of Motorola. Hao said he could 
not be sure they were genuine. The only solution, he 
said, was to send the battery to Motorola headquarters 
in the USA for appraisal. 

“Why do things I bought in China need to be sent 
abroad for appraisal?” Zhao said he said. “What if they 
play a trick on me?” 

Motorola China then abandoned the idea of sending 
the battery to the USA. But Hao insisted his company 
send a representative to accompany Zhao to have the 
new battery appraised at Beijing Quality Test Station 
for Communication Products. If the battery was proved 
authentic, he said, Motorola would compensate him. 
The results were pending at presstime. 


Rebel Professor 
Defies Music 
Conservatory 

By Miao Yajie 

A professor fired after an explosive exami- 
nation room row with colleagues is charging 
wrongful dismissal against one of the coun- 
try’s top music institutions. 

The China Conservatory of Music on April 
22 dismissed Li Guanglu, professor of the 
Instrument Department, citing disruption of 
an undergraduate entrance exam on April 
17. 

Li and the school offer conflicting accounts 
of that day. Li, a grade one sheng player, 
wants to see the video and audio evidence. 
“The school always tapes the examination,” 
he said. “The facts will emerge if the contents 
of the tape recordings are revealed.” 

Han Liping, director of the President’s Of- 
fice, dismissed Li’s idea. 

“It would be so much easier if they had re- 
corded all the events of that day,” she said. 
“But I have already asked the people who 
taped the proceedings and the only thing on 
tape is the actual performance.” 

It all blew up during the wind and percus- 
sion auditions. 

Master of proceedings Wang Yidong com- 
mented on the performance of the first sheng 
examinee. Exam regulations do not permit 
examiners to openly review, says Li, 43. 

Wang allegedly told the examinee he had 
made mistakes and had not met required cri- 
teria. As one of only two actual sheng play- 
ers on the 18-person examination board, Li 
interrupted. He says he feared Wang’s ill-in- 
formed comments would mislead other ex- 
aminers. It also placed undue pressure on 
the examinee, he says. 

The other examiners including sheng 
player Zhang Zhiliang objected to his inter- 
vention, he says. Later another open row en- 
sued as Li intervened again. 

The next day, department director Liu 
Dehai - not at the examination - dropped 
Li from the board without any consultation. 
Four days later, in a long statement, the con- 
servatory fired Li. 

The conservatory later stated it was Li 
- not Wang - who broke critical silence. 
Looking at test scores - out loud in front 
of the examinee - Li allegedly said, “Who 
wrote this test score? It is so low level, so 
unprofessional. Besides, it is handwritten. 
And why is there only one score? There 
should be two. 

“The test should be marked ‘large sheng 5 
or ‘small sheng 5 . It’s abnormal not to mark 
this. I think the examinee played pretty good. 
His triplet was quite accurate.” 

Wang Yidong asked Li not to comment 
and after mediation, the exam continued. As 
the second examinee finished, Li again inter- 
vened. The two bickered. Proceedings were 
suspended for 20 minutes. 

Li admitted to Beijing Today he had in- 
deed commented on the scores, but only in re- 
sponse to a question. The exam room had not 
been a war zone at that time, he explained. 

The Municipal Education Committee 
will weigh Li’s appeal. Li said so far no one 
from the committee had approached him 
for his side of the story. Han said the com- 
mittee had finished its investigation at 
the school and a decision would be made 
public in one month. 



The highest-priced boar in Chinese history 
will be taking a trip to the seaside. The 100-ki- 
lo Danish Landrace — which organizers had 
not named — went for 80,000 yuan to the Pu- 
landian Boar Breeding Center of Dalian. 

The Boar Evaluation Station of Shunyi Dis- 


trict auctioned 12 pigs for a total of more than 
600,000 yuan on May 18. 

“Last year one Pietrain sold for 66,000 
yuan,” said Wang Qinglin, station director. 
“This year the boars are better than those of 
last year.” (Sun Ming) 


Durocs are red. Landraces are white and Pietrains are blotchy. 


Photo by Fan Jiwen 


Sold: Fat Heavy Pig 


Blind Fondle Works of Art 



By Ivy Zhang/ Sun Ming 

He touches the picture. 

“Yes, it’s a circle!” says Wei Tong, 
7. “Oh, a big circle and a small cir- 
cle.” 

Father Wei Weifeng smiles. 

All 37 paintings, black and white 
and color, are presented on tables at 
the Building Bridges Exhibition in 
the Capital Museum last Friday. 

“Disabled people can feel my pic- 
tures by touching them with their 
hands,” says Swiss-German painter 
Margot Ende, 75. 

Ende, who uses the brush name 
“Lili”, used to be a pediatric surgeon. 
She learned braille in 1990 and after 
advertising in a periodical for visual- 
ly disabled people, began correspon- 
dence with them. 

Her pen pals’ letters made her 
more aware of blind persons’ prob- 
lems. “I want to build a bridge be- 
tween the sighted and blind, between 
Europe and China, and between Chi- 
nese cultures and European cultures 
through this exhibition,” she says. 


Ende told Beijing Today she first 
drew pictures on normal paper, then 
sent the black and white copy of the 
pictures to a printing institution in 
Zurich, Swizerland who print the pic- 
tures on a special kind of Japanese 
paper for the blind. 

“The black lines and surfaces get 
hotter than the white ones. And the 
black lines are elevated,” she says. 

Half the pictures are colored to 
“cater for the needs of sighted and 
people with low vision.” 

It takes about an hour for the 
blind to go through every painting 
while listening to a personal stereo 
tape that provides an explanation of 
each picture with background music. 

“At the beginning, the pictures are 
simple and easy to understand. But 
slowly the pictures get a little bit 
more complicated,” says Ende 

“Some are abstract and symbolic. 
I want to let the blind learn what ab- 
stract paintings mean.” 

The exhibition ends June 2. Open- 
ing : 9 am- 5 pm everyday 


City Locksmith to Rescue of Bank 


By Chen Huiying 

One wiggle was it all it took a 
wily 24-year-old to unbolt an ATM ma- 
chine worth 500,000 yuan in Wenzhou, 
Zhejiang province. 

Yu Qingjiang, 24, of the Beijing Yongq- 
iang Lock Service Center, took three min- 
utes to open what had baffled lesser 
locksmiths for almost a week. 

He used a screwdriver. 

Yu rapped the back of the machine 
with the knob. It burst open. 


After the Agriculture Bank of China 
Wenzhou cash dispenser broke down on 
May 6, the bank had turned to Yu in 
desperation. Under legal instruction, Yu 
asked bank clerks to withdraw. Two re- 
porters from Beijing newspapers stayed 
to witness the Houdini moment. 

“There is no lock we cannot deal with,” 
said Yu’s boss Huang Yongqiang. Huang 


said usually they insert a tiny specialty 
tool into a keyhole and just open the lock 
by plucking and tapping. 

Huang says his capital city company 
imports new locks every year to study 
them before they even reach China. 

Starting in Beijing 15 months ago, 
Huang’s Lock Center now has 50 lock- 
smiths. All are Huang’s apprentices and 


registered with the police for their spe- 
cial skills. 

They dress in black uniforms with 
“198 call (^H#) kaisuo (unlock)” printed 
on the back. 

Helping people unlock things saves 
lives, believes Huang. People sometimes 
fall from buildings trying to get in 
through windows, he said. 



Photo by Qu Liyan 


Hardcore Fans 
Receive Grail 

By Chen Ying 

Some of the most sought-after 
rectangular pieces of paper in Chi- 
nese history arrived in town yester- 
day. 

The 15,749 tickets for China’s 
three World Cup games in South 
Korea next month were delivered to 
the management group of the Chi- 
nese Football Association and Chi- 
na International Sports Travel. 

Team China fans can only buy 
the tickets through the manage- 
ment group, which also arranges 
their travel. The tickets can be iden- 
tified by the anti-counterfeit holo- 
gram in the right corner and the 
bar code at the bottom. 

Cops Catch 
TV Robber 

By Yu Yang/ Peng Yihua 

A cunning burglar who studied 
a TV cop show for tips on eluding 
capture was captured by cops last 
week. 

After being held two days in Beit- 
aipingzhuang Police Station, Zhang 
Lianli, 40, of Hebei, confessed to 15 
burglaries. From his confession, po- 
lice located his stash of 12 mobile 
phones and more than 20,000 yuan 
in cash in his dormitory. 

Zhang came to the capital two 
years ago to work as a builder. He 
told police he liked to watch the 
Beijing TV Channel 3 “Law is Going 
On (&$ Jilbff 0+ )” to learn police pro- 
cedures and drew up his own theo- 
ries to duck the long arm. 

From January 2002, Zhang put 
his “theories” to the test, burgling 
Haidian residences in Chengfu Lu, 
Gua Jiatun, Bao Fu Temple and Sh- 
uangqing Lu. 

Zhang broke into a bungalow 
near Tsinghua University and stole 
some valuable items 6:30am on May 
12. Then he stole a bicycle and rode 
to his building site. 

But Zhang followed his rule num- 
ber one: do not choose the main road, 
travel by alley. He knew from TV few 
police walk down quiet alleys. 

Zhang bumped into police in the 
alley. In his bicycle basket, they 
found a white plastic bag contain- 
ing a handbag, a bank book and a 
credit card. 

Zhang admitted his crime on the 
spot. Asked where he came from, 
Zhang kept silent. He said later at 
the station that police would not 
find his identity as he didn’t carry 
any personal certificates. Zhang fol- 
lowed the second rule: never carry 
identity papers on the day of the job. 
But Zhang forgot rule number three 
- admit nothing. Two days later, he 
confessed to everything. 

No Claims 
for Prize 

By Feng Yihua 

The holder of the winning Beijing 
Computer Welfare Lottery ticket 
never claimed his or her 4,415,402 
yuan prize. 

The May 15 deadline passed 
without a squeak. 

The 2002 lottery produced the 
prize on April 15 and reminded buy- 
ers of paying attention to their num- 
bers. Special officers were hired to 
wait for the winner day and night 
until the May 15 midnight deadline. 
The prize money will be ploughed 
back into promotions, the lottery 
center announced. 
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By Chen Ying/ Luo Changping 

N arrow criss-crossing canals, 
arched bridges and pristine 
ancient buildings make the 
town of Zhouzhuang the gem 
of Jiangsu province’s rich ar- 
chitectural heritage. However, the town’s 
application for recognition as a world her- 
itage site has sparked a growing conflict 
between its leadership and its residents. 

Despite government efforts, “It’s ab- 
solutely impossible that Zhouzhuang 
will get the title of World Heritage Site 
this year,” said Zhuang Chundi, the 
head of the town. At the same time, res- 
idents of the town seem to directly op- 
pose the local government’s action. 

An expanding 1,500 meter-long com- 
mercial street running along a river in the 
town is a symbol of this conflict, as res- 
idents continue to open new business to 
capitalize on the town’s burgeoning tour- 


that they could apply to have Zhouzhuang 
registered as a world heritage site. 

The local government proceeded to set 
up a World Heritage Application Group and 
a Town Protection Committee and has spent 
more than 100 million yuan (about 12 mil- 
lion dollars) in the past few years to main- 
tain and improve its infrastructure, such as 
water supply and sewage facilities. 

Moreover, town leaders issued many 
regulations to put clamps on would-be en- 
trepreneurs, out of concern that the town’s 
exploding businesses could affect its chanc- 
es. However, the windfall from the town’s 
booming tourism trade has led residents 
to ignore the government’s decisions. 

One unnamed resident of Zhouzhuang 
said, “the head of our town is after a high- 
er position in the government, so he has 
gotten deeply involved in the world heri- 
tage application. All we residents want is 
to earn a living and lead better lives.” 


traditional lives of its inhabitants, is unac- 
ceptable. 

Equally unacceptable is allowing inhab- 
itants to destroy a historic town to adapt 
it to their comfort and to the temporary 
needs of a generation. Remember, heritage 
sites are supposed to last indefinitely, not 
only for our lifetime. 

People live and do business in every his- 
toric city on the World heritage List. They 
are not empty museums frozen in time. 
It is accepted that living historic cities 
must continue to live, and that life means 
that they must evolve. In this sense, prop- 
er preservation and protection have to do 
with managing that change, instead of 
simply letting it happen. 

The relationship between government 
and inhabitants is managed very careful- 
ly by listening to the needs and desires of 
all parties. In a democratic process, a pro- 
cess of negotiation then ensues. It is im- 


Xie Ninggao, professor and director 
of the Peking University World Heri- 
tage Research Center 

Uncontrolled exploitation has led to the 
severe damage of many national and even 
world-class natural and historical areas in 
China. Changes to these areas have left 
them looking fake and over-commercial- 
ized. 

The government should give more fi- 
nancial support to natural areas and his- 
torical cities and towns. The government 
distributes 10 million yuan to the 119 nat- 
ural preservation areas in the country ev- 
ery year, meaning only 84,000 yuan to each 
per year, only enough to build one stan- 
dard restroom. 

In comparison, the Korean government 
distributes more than 300 million yuan to 
its 20 national park every year. 

This kind of shortage of capital forces 
local governments and residents to come 


SOUND BITES 


“It’s a symbol of how the 
community cares about vi- 
sually-impaired people. Bet- 
ter learning conditions for 
the disabled will help enrich 
their lives and make them 
more useful members of so- 
ciety.” 

— Li Weihong, vice- 
president of the 
Beijing Municipal Asso- 
ciation for the Handi- 
capped, regarding the 
opening of the first 
government-funded 
community library for 
visually-impaired 
people in Beijing’s 
Xicheng District 



Preserve or Prosper? 

Zhouzhuang hits snag on path to World Heritage Site title 


Proper preservation and protection have to do with managing 
change, instead of simply letting it happen. 


ism industry. Many of these stores would 
have to shut their doors if the application 
goes through. 

A new store opens nearly every day 
in Zhouzhuang, and the town already is 
home to several hundred shops hawking 
tourist trinkets, a figure not commensu- 
rate with its 0.47 square kilometer area 
and population of 3,000. Tourism has be- 
come the major source of income for the 
town and its residents, generating total 
revenues of 500 million yuan (about 60 
million dollars) in 2001. 

The town has received a steadily in- 
creasing number of tourists over the past 
several years. During this year’s Labor 
Day holiday (around May 1), 150,000 en- 
trance tickets to Zhouzhuang were sold. 
The town can accommodate a maximum of 
30,000 tourists a day. 

As early as December 1997, members of 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) visited 
the town and informed the local government 


Many of the houses in the town, be- 
cause they are hundreds of years old, suf- 
fer from poor ventilation and lighting. Yet, 
in order to maintain their appearance, the 
government stipulates such houses cannot 
be improved. 

Residents are upset that recognition 
as a world heritage site will mean many 
stores in the town will have to be closed, 
but it is clear that this historic area will 
sustain serious damage if changes are not 
made. Opinions on the question of how to 
solve Zhouzhuang’s dilemma follow: 

Gustavo F. Araoz, Executive Direc- 
tor, United States Committee, Inter- 
national Council on Monuments 
and Sites (US/ICOMOS), Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

Obviously, having a historic town be 
overrun with tourists in a way that they 
will damage the physical fabric, the build- 
ings, the paving, the air quality and the 


portant that in all these discussions and 
public hearings, all who are involved un- 
derstand what is valuable about their 
historic town, so that each group and in- 
dividual may also understand how his/her/ 
their actions will impact the cultural sig- 
nificance and the values of the place. 

They may have decided that the town can 
absorb more tourism without great damage. 
The authorities may have also noted that 
the recent massive tourism influx has given 
rise to many local businesses that are not 
traditionally located and that are altering 
the historical and cultural atmosphere that 
makes the place culturally significant. The 
influx of tourism may have attracted a larg- 
er permanent population to the town than 
its infrastructure can sustain. 

One thing is universally accepted: as a ba- 
sic necessity, there have to be controls, and 
heritage agencies within government and spe- 
cialized non-governmental organizations are 
the ones who can best establish or recommend 
what those controls should be. 


up with their own ways to earn money and 
make a living by developing these sites. 

Li Yanhua, a white collar worker from 
Beijing 

The response of Zhouzhuang’s residents 
to the local government’s application is 
reasonable. Everyone has the right to par- 
ticipate in business activities in today’s 
market economy. 

Applying for world heritage recogni- 
tion is an action of a government or local 
authority. But that doesn’t mean citizens 
don’t have a duty to participate in these 
applications, or that governments can ig- 
nore their residents’ opinions. 

The central government should step 
in to coordinate and balance the rela- 
tionship between local governments and 
their residents. 

The government should strive to up- 
hold the people’s interest while protect- 
ing our national heritage. 


“It’s impossible to help all 
dropouts go back to school 
with the donations collect- 
ed in this program, but at 
least we can help children 
in some areas to continue 
their education.” 

— He Han, Deputy 
Director of the China 
Children’s Charity Day 
program, which aims 
at mobilizing the whole 
society to help drop- 
outs in poor areas of 
the country, especially 
in western China 

“It sort of reminds me of 
a marriage, a bad marriage, 
in which you know a mar- 
riage is over not when peo- 
ple are arguing, but when 
they stop arguing. It’s as 
though they’ve decided that, 
well, it’s not worth it.” 

— Gary Schmitt, exec- 
utive director of the 
Project for the New 
American Century, a 
conservative Washing- 
ton thinktank, describ- 
ing the relationship 
between Europe and 
the US 


By Chen Ying 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is pressed every Friday is a new ad versing special one for the 
realesiate and relative industries. The English Edition is del- 
vered whit the newspaper so the media advantage is very ob- 
vious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the adver tiser's requests for the more pertinence, let 
the poi icy-makcrs read the relative content directly and try to 
reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL:13910419797 84014823 


WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 

Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 



iWD (Hotels Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

-University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present: 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 


CHINA LIFE TOWER 

mmm : _ 

Enquiry hotline: \ 

65886868 

Developer: 1 

Beijing Zhong Bat j 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 



Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
**Dart Commkerce Office 

1 .it is located between CBD center and Guomao 

2 .favourable price :RMB3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/ day 
3. telephone number:65032597 or 64951817 
**Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right).It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 


SCITECH H OTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON UNE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 
Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in Coffee Shop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours :(1 7:30- 18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R.China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 
E-mail : sthotel@w. com . cn 





OTo South of LanDao building, if snew 
building 

O Area:3 500m2-4000m2,43 Ospm/per 
floor 

OThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 


BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 
Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 

USDIOOO/month up 

Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$500/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
TVJDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3A,Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 
Transportation: convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, Jingtong 

Express Way, and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services :Receptionist(Lobby),Tickets,Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices:ioo%:De P artment 95 . 7 % 

Business Tax: 0 . 4 % 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 
ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door)Vegetation, Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL65561798 


Sunflower Tower 

investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District, Beijing Nexlj 
to the LiangMa Hotel.Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASklnS rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center, Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney,BASY,KONE, E-turtle Nex 

work 

Tel:85275696-608 
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64055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser:Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 ,real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2, foreign cases, maritime , finance , bond , important and difficult afHairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4, notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languageSo 

TEL:86- 10-8352 12 18 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail:jt@venus-law.com 
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Modernization Report 
Cause for Optimism? 


The China Modernization Report, 
by Tone Modernization Report Center 
(TMRC) highlights that two stages of 
modernization exist in China. 

For the second stage, China ranked 
56 out of 108 countries in 1999, higher 
than its ranking for the first ( 64 out of 
108). The report describes China as an 
“ early staged developed country.” 

The report also ranks 34 provinces 
and areas in China. Beijing had com- 
pleted 94% of the first modernization 
by the end of the 1990s, slightly behind 
Shanghai (97%) but ahead of Tianjin 
(93%). 

“ For the second stage modernization, 
Beijing (76%) has outpaced Italy, Ireland 
and Spain; Tianjin (50%) is almost at 
the same level as Argentina; and Shang- 
hai (64%) is almost as advanced as Italy 
and Ireland,” says the report. 

Two stages of 
modernization 

“The developed countries completed the 
first stage of modernization, characterized 
by industrialization in the 1960s, which is 
recognized as the classic modernization.” 
He Chuanqi, professor of Chinese Acad- 
emy of Science (CAS) and general direc- 
tor of TMRC, says the modernization after 
that actually negates the first stage. 

“In 1999, the value of industry in Chi- 
na increased to 49% of GDP, almost twice 
that of America. Can we say that China is 
more advanced in terms of industrializa- 
tion than America?” 

He Chuanqi points out the result of the 
transformation of economic structure re- 
veals countries with lower industrializa- 
tion have enjoyed higher modernization 
since the 1960s. 

“We can not call this stage classic mod- 
ernization any more, for it is characterized 
by non-industrialization. But most of the 
developing countries do not complete the 
first stage modernization.” 

“No matter what it is called, the con- 
tent is always the same.” He Chuanqi 
highlights that there are similar terms 
for second stage of modernization, such 
as “venture” or “reflexive” modernization 
in Germany and “post” modernization in 
America and France. 

“But their research is too general.” He 
Chuanqi hopes that the concept of TM- 
RC’s second modernization will be recog- 
nized worldwide within five to ten years. 
He recalls the concept of first stage mod- 
ernization - classic modernization, became 
popular after it was first raised in the 
1950s. 

“People will accept our concept if they 
know about it,” He Chuanqi adds. 

According to He Chuanqi, data about 
the 131 countries with a population over 
1 million comes from the World Bank an- 
nual report, while data about the 34 Chi- 
nese provinces and areas are from China 
Statistics Yearbook. 

‘Early-staged 

developed’ 

The report classifies countries into less 
developed, early-stage developed, medium 
developed and developed. China is among 
the early-staged develope countries. 

“The classification of countries into de- 
veloped and developing is made by the 
World Bank, based on GNP per person. 
Why not look at the social development 
standards? What about science, technolo- 
gy and culture?” says He Chuanqi. 

Based on the World Bank’s classifica- 
tion, countries with high income are called 
developed countries and countries with 
upper medium and lower medium as well 
as low income are all called developing 
countries. 

“But we always hear that China will 
become a medium developed country by 
2050. What is meant by medium devel- 
oped? No one is able to say clearly.” 

He Chuanqi considers the TMRC 
classification shows more consistency 
with the World Bank’s income classifi- 
cation. He says to be more precise, the 
more developed countries can be divid- 
ed into “comparatively developed” (those 
with high income), and “comparatively 
less developed” (those with upper me- 
dium income), while the less developed 
can be divided into “comparatively de- 
veloped” (those with lower medium 
income) and “comparatively less devel- 
oped” (those with low income). 

“In fact China is still a developing 
country, though it is also described as 
comparatively developed among the less 
developed countries.” 

However, He Chuanqi says the classifi- 
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Percentage of completion of the first stage modernization in China’s mainland in 2000. 


For the second stage modern- 
ization, Beijing has outpaced Ita- 
ly, Ireland ana Spain. 

In fact China is still a devel- 
oping country, though it is also 
described as comparatively de- 
veloped among the less devel- 
oped countries. 

Even with GDP increase remain- 
ing steady at 8.8%, China will still 
need 46 years to reach the level of 
modernization America is at now. 


Beijing’s urban population ac- 
count for 78% of the total, the 


same as Israel and Sin 
and higher than South 
(76%) and Italy (69%). 


Singapore, 
uth Korea 


About the report 

The first stage modernization is called classic modernization and is characterized 
by the development of the industrial economy. 

The index of the first stage are average GDP per person, increase in agriculture 
and service as percentages of GDP, percentage of agricultural labor of the total labor 
force, percentage of city dwellers of the total population, standard of medical services, 
infant mortality rate, life expectancy, adult literacy and percentage of adults with a 
university degree. 

The second is called new modernization, and is characterized by the development 
of the intellectual economy, informationalization, globalization, decentralization and 
innovation. 

However, the report does not give an exact prediction of the level of the world me- 
dium developed countries in 2050. 

It suggests the bottom line should be with the development level of the 12 devel- 
oped countries in 1999. 

The reason is that in 1999, 15 developed countries were in the second stage mod- 
ernization (12 in the developing stage and three in the beginning stage); nine of the 
31 medium developed countries progressed to the second stage, compared with the 
rest having completed or almost completed the first stage. 

The current medium developed countries will reach the maturity of the second 
stage in 50 years. 

Hence it is certain that the level of the medium developed countries in the matu- 
rity of second stage modernization will be higher than the 12 developed countries in 
1999, the report predicts. 


cation is not simply about giving a better 
name or avoiding “loss of face.” “ It is suit- 
able to our culture. It must be suitable to 
our culture.” 

He Chuanqi says TMRC’s way of classi- 
fying China is more correct, but “we do not 
say we give more explanation and show a 
better understanding of the target set by 
Deng Xiaoping.” 

He reiterates that Deng once said 
China will have become a medium de- 
veloped country by 2050, but he points 
out that this does not mean “a medium 
developed country among the developed 
ones.” 

Meanwhile, he also points out that de- 
velopment is an on-going process in both 
developing and developed countries. “ Why 
only give one group the name of develop- 
ing? It is misleading.” 

He emphasizes that sometimes Chi- 
na is referred to as a developed country, 
“when we sing our own praises in front 
of foreigners” and sometimes we insist 
on being a developing country, when in- 
volved in trade dealings or negotiating 
with the world.” 

He Chuanqi says the terminology must 
be clarified and consistent. “A clear and 
specific explanation is good for carrying out 
policies.” 

Furthermore, he says it is impossible 
for China to become a developed country 
within 50 years. 

“I have calculated that even with GDP 
increase remaining steady at 8.8%, China 
will still need 46 years to reach the level of 
modernization America is at now.” 

Comparing 
Beijing with Italy 

According to He Chuanqi, since the tar- 
get set by China is to become a medium de- 
veloped country by 2050, it is not strange 
to compare individual areas or provinces 
with a medium developed country. 

“It is reasonable to make such a com- 
parison because of the similarities of the 
population base. Beijing is not a city. It 
has urban and rural areas, like those coun- 
tries.” 

Beijing’s urban population account for 
78% of the total, the same as Israel and 
Singapore, and higher than South Korea 
(76%) and Italy (69%). “It shows the urban- 
ization in Beijing is advanced,” says He Ch- 
uanqi. 

He says the only “incomparability’ is 
that Beijing cannot be compared with oth- 
er cities. “Beijing is not a city.” 

“According to the Chinese system of 
classifying people according to their hukou, 
or residence permit, 100% of Beijing’s pop- 
ulation are “city dwellers”. But elsewhere 
in the world, people are classified accord- 
ing to their living residence.” 

He Chuanqi says the understanding of 
the concept of “city’ is different in China to 
the rest of the world. 

Furthermore, the professor says all the 
index of the two stages modernization are 
comparable. 

“All the indexes, whether in the first 
modernization or the second stage are cal- 
culated based on population. The popula- 
tion is comparable.” 

However, He Chuanqi does not say 
which specific index suggests Beijing is 
advanced over Italy. 

“We need to look at it from a complete 
way, not only a single index. The report 
is not simply a collection of statistics. It 
is a kind of assessment.” 

Being an assessment and only provid- 
ing the direction and a basic rule is high- 
lighted. “It does not mean we may have 
any mistakes or error. The basics will al- 
ways be the same. We may only make 
small modifications or adjustments.” 

Target of 
the report 

“The report is mainly for the govern- 
ment, both central and local, as well as 
scholars.” He Chuanqi says he hopes offi- 
cials would learn from others in the world, 
and set more clear policies. 

He Chuanqi says ordinary people may 
also benefit from the report, especially the 
understanding of competition. 

According to He Chuanqi, TMRC 
needs to do more qualitative research on 
political and cultural issues. 

“But it takes time and money, as well 
as personnel. Such research has been 
conducted overseas, but the rankings are 
too flexible. We doubt its validity.” 

He Chuanqi says government public 
relations is a key factor in the study of 
these issues, as part of the study of mod- 
ernization. 

(Su Wei) 


Weekly Survey 


Beijingers Enjoy 
Variety of Travel 

By Su Wei 

Among nearly 60% of sur- 
veyed Beijingers who traveled 
at least once in 2001, 69% have 
a monthly salary of around 
1,000 yuan. 

A survey conducted by 
Beijing BMS Associates re- 
veals that over 60% prefer 
traveling outside Beijing, in- 
cluding 5% favoring overseas 
travel. 

Those people are aged be- 
tween 25 and 35, with a 
monthly salary around 2,000 
yuan. 

71% say they prefer de- 
ciding their own travel desti- 
nations, but booking tickets 
through travel agencies. 

In contrast only 17% say 
they will consider taking part 
in a package tour. 

Meanwhile, newspaper 
(49%), television (40%) and 
friends’ recommendations 
(37%) are the top three sourc- 
es for travel information. 

Only 1% rely on infor- 
mation from brochures from 
travel agencies. 

Unhappy with 
Tourist Attractions 

By Su Wei 

A surveyed conducted by 
China Economics Monitoring 
Center reveals that over 80% 
of people are concerned about 
damage to tourist attractions 
caused by tourists. 

Among, the 700 odd res- 
idents of Beijing, Shanghai 
and Guangzhou questioned, 
nearly 40% say they are con- 
cerned with the falling stan- 
dard of service. 

Around 47% consider 
more effort needs to be put 
into equipment maintenance 
and renovation. 

Meanwhile, 83% highlight 
that people should bear in 
mind that tourist attractions 
are also a resource for future 
generations. 


Working to 
Acquire a Skill 

By Su Wei 

According to China Juve- 
nile Research Center, 37% of 
young people surveyed who 
leave home to work say they 
care more about the oppor- 
tunity to learn a trade than 
merely making money. 

In contrast, less than 20% 
say they only care about how 
much money they can make 
to support their family. 

The survey also reveals 
around 10% of young people 
with high school education 
leave home to work com- 
pared with 7% at the end of 
1980s. 

The percentage of young 
people leaving home to work 
with junior middle school ed- 
ucation is nearly 46%, twice 
the amount at the end of the 
1980s. 

The percentage of young 
people who have acquired cer- 
tain skills after finding work 
has also risen to 34% com- 
pared with 18% ten years ago. 


Youth Sees More 
Opportunities 
to Succeed 

By Su Wei 

Over 80% of young people 
surveyed by the China Juve- 
nile Research Center believe 
there are more opportuni- 
ties now for them to succeed 
in life than there were six 
years ago. 

Nearly 50% believe soci- 
ety today has become more 
equitable since 1978, 5% 
more than in 1996. 

In contrast, only about 13% 
consider it is less fair or that 
there is less equality than in 
1996, a decrease of nearly 3%. 

Meanwhile, 35% say Chi- 
na is now able to provide the 
same amount of opportuni- 
ties for success as western 
developed countries, about 
5% more than in 1996. 
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Workers drain water 
from the Fuyuan mine 
Photos by Xinhua 
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Mine Disaster 


A gas explosion traps 21 miners under- 
around with little chance of survival 



In the wake of the accident, the 
mine director Zhang Shunhe was 
arrested by the local police 


By Xinhua / Ivy Zhang 

W ith air pumps roaring, three 
white pipes continue to drain 
water from the pit. 

Rescue workers said there was almost 
no chance of any survivors being found. 

The coal gas explosion occurred on 
May 4 at the water logged Fuyuan mine 
in Yuncheng, Shanxi province. One miner 
died on the spot, and 21 were trapped in 
the pit. Two managed to escape. 

“We’ve been working flat out to drain the 
mine,” said Xie Suzeng, the rescue team 
leader. 

“But the situation in the pit is complicat- 


ed and we don’t have a map. All we can do 
now is pump in air and drain the water alter- 
nately,” he said. 

“The pit is in the construction stage. The 
space down there is limited, and there is 
a large amount of coal gas. There is little 
chance for the workers’ survival,” one of the 
rescue workers commented. 

According to sources, the fatal mine ac- 
cidents occurred total 185 with 490 people 
dead in Shanxi province last year. 

Mine director admits responsi- 
bility 

Immediately after the accident, mine di- 
rector Zhang Shunhe, transferred the sur- 


viving miners away from Yuncheng, 
hid all the papers related to the mine 
and tried to prevent news of the ex- 
plosion from getting out. 

He was later arrested and inter- 
viewed by Xinhua reporters at a de- 
tainment center in Hejin city. 

Fuyuan is an illegal mine with in- 
complete set of licenses. 

Zhang said he con- 

tracted the mine from * • ■ 

Wei Shouren, head of 

the preparation team of IT 

Yuncheng Sita mine. ■ y 

“There are more than im 

60 workers at Fuyuan, - 

most of whom come ll©C 

from Hubei province. On 
that day, there were a I wa 
total of 23 workers in 
the pit and two escaped g| 

later.” Zhang grimaced 
and rubbed his hands r 

together as he spoke. ^ u 

As to why he had I Jp 
tried to cover up the in- I U C 
cident, Zhang kept si- 1 

lent for a while and then I 

raised his head. “I used 
to be a teacher for 30 |3 U 

years and I know noth- 
ing about mining. I con- m< 

tracted this mine from 
Wei Shouren who is re- |J 

sponsible to obtain the 
licenses. I’m responsi- dir 

ble to recruit miners. “ 

“I called Wei about z^ 

the accident that day and 
he asked me to calm CL% 

down and arrange the ^ 

workers well. He called 
me on the night of May ** v 

7, saying some one has 
accused me and asking me to come 
to Hejin city.” 

“I arrived in Hejin but did not see 
Wei. I was taken to a hotel by Wei’s 
man,” Zhang said. 

He put his face in his hands and 
began crying. “I’m not a man! I’m 
black hearted! I was just after the 
money. I deserve the punishment,” 
he wailed. 


Police have reportedly recovered 
from Zhang’s home the list of the min- 
ers who were in the pit when the ex- 
plosion occurred. 

Meanwhile, a notice was issued by 
the Hejin Public Security Bureau this 
Monday to pursue the suspect Wei 
Shouren, the judicial person for the 
Fuyuan mine. 


“I’m not a 
man! 

I’m black 
hearted! 

I was just 
after 

the money. 
I deserve 
the 

punish- 

ment,” 

mine 

director 

Zhang 

Shunhe 


A hiding place 

Xinhua reporters also 
unearthed an under- 
ground “accident follow 
up center” in Hancheng, 
in neighboring Shannxi 
Province, 50 km from 
Hejin. 

This “center” was used 
to house the relatives of 
victims so as to prevent 
news of such accidents 
getting out. 

A restaurant owner at 
the “food street” in front 
of Hancheng railway sta- 
tion told reporters “many 
guesthouse owners in the 
street have a close re- 
lationship with the mine 


After an accident oc- 
curs, the mine owner 
|0 would arrange the vic- 

tims’ relatives to stay in 
tor I the guesthouses and cov- 
er the accommodation 
* 1 Q cost. In return, the guest- 

1 w house owners help hide 

I Up the fact and keep watch 

II IC on the ‘guests.’ 

^ ~J In the case of the Fuyu- 

rV" an accident, victims’ rel- 

atives moved into eight 
guesthouses along the street, at the 
cost of 1 5 yuan per day per person. 

Further investigation turned up an- 
other three such centers in Hancheng. 
The mine staff transferred the victims’ 
relatives between the four places from 
time to time with the aim of blocking the 
news and preventing the relatives 
from different regions from keeping 
in touch with each other. 



Sells Well in Hebei 


By Rao Yajie/Li Junyi(Xinhua)/Ivy Zhang 

T he Baoding section of Highway 107 in 
Hebei Province is lined with scores 
of large and small outdoor markets. 
Used plastic in varying shapes and 
sizes is the most commonly traded commodity 
at these markets, however this region is actual- 
ly a center for a thriving black-market in medi- 
cal waste. 

Two Xinhua reporters made undercover visits 
to the region in February and April this year, in 
order to bring the illegal trade to light. Following 
is their report. 


Flourishing market for 


edical waste 


Masquerading as potential buyers, the two re- 
porters received a warm welcome. The Gaoyupu 
township plastic market in Shunping County was 
piled high with bags crammed full of disposable 
syringes and intravenous drips. The ground was 
littered with such items and many peasants were 
busy loading overflowing bags onto a truck. 

When word spread that these two “buyers” 
were seeking to purchase intravenous drips, 
seven or eight people crowded around and one 
of them, pointing at a fully-loaded truck, said, 
“there are two or three tons of syringes and in- 
travenous drips at my home. I can supply any 
kind you need, in pieces or complete.” 

Trucks loaded with medical waste can be seen 
frequently along the road and many villagers in 
the vicinity are involved in the trade. 

The reporters visited the home of a peasant 
who gave his name simply as Wang, in Suxin- 
zhuang village of Gaoyupu town. Syringes and in- 
travenous drips covered half of the yard and eight 
women were sitting sorting them into different 
categories. 

“All this stuff is virus-free and doesn’t need to 
be disinfected,” a man who described himself as 
the “owner of the factory” claimed. 

Another villager, called Sun, told the reporters 
that one customer had purchased four truckloads 
of syringes last year. “The customer said the sy- 
ringes would be filled with water for kids to play 
with as toys.” 

When the reporters returned at the end of 
April, the trade in medical waste had become a 


little more discreet. 

In Shunping country, a young 
man told them, “There has been 
a crackdown since media reports 
about the trade came out, and many 
buyers are reluctant to be seen here, 
but we have sufficient supply. I de- 
livered seven or eight truckloads of 
syringes to a village just a couple of 
days ago.” 

A huge trade in used plastic 
from across the country is conduct- 
ed along the four-kilometer stretch 
of highway linking Wangdu county 
and Mancheng county. 

Buyers from Guangzhou and Wen- 
zhou set up their base near the mar- 
ket, according to locals. “The medical 


Blood could be 
seen on some 
of the materials 
and others 
contained 
various colored 
liquids. 

Flies were 
buzzing around 
over every- 
thing, and the 
workers wore 
no protective 
clothing. 


waste, without any disinfecting process, will be made 
into thermos flasks, fibers for manufacture of cloth- 
ing, drinking water containers and food packaging.” 


Hospitals and industrial 


incinerators main suppliers 


The reporters found that hospitals and indus- 
trial incinerators supply the medical waste to 
dealers in Shijiazhuang, capital of Hebei prov- 
ince. 

All medical disposals are supposed to be col- 
lected and incinerated at the city’s industrial in- 
cinerators, according to local regulations. 

But instead of disposing of the waste, staff at 
the incinerators sell it to private dealers. 

“Almost all the disposable syringes and intrave- 
nous drips used in the city’s hospitals have been 
sold to private dealers since 1999,” an employee 
at one incinerator said.” That brings in 70,000 to 
80,000 yuan every year.” 

At the beginning of May, reporters found sev- 
en or eight workers classifying used syringes and 
intravenous drips in the yard of Shijiazhuang 
incinerator. 

Blood could be seen on some of the materials 
and others contained various colored liquids. Flies 
were buzzing around over everything, and the 
workers wore no protective clothing. 

A local told the reporters, “A businessman from 
out of town contracted the syringes and intrave- 
nous drips at the cremating station. After being 
dismantled by hand, the stuff is sold for a few 
thousand of yuan per ton.” 

“Usually, when the incinerator station ac- 
cumulates a certain amount of waste, they 
call the private dealers who come over after of- 
fice hours. After settling the price, the dealers 
transport the stuff to the markets at night,” 
the local said. 

Some 30 to 40 tons of single use syringes and 
intravenous drips are recycled at Shijiazhuangs 
industrial incinerators. 

They charge the hospitals for the disposal of 
the waste, and then collect money from the deal- 
ers, leading to occasional disputes, according to 
one staff member, as some hospital staff would 
rather see the profits from the illegal trade going 
into their own pockets. 


Breaking Local 
Protectionism 
the Key 

Interview with a “boss” in the medi- 
cal waste recycling business 


Liu has been involved 
in selling medical waste 
for two years at the plas- 
tic markets in Wangdu 
and Shuping, in Hebei 
Province. 

When Xinhua report- 
ers interviewed him, Liu 
said he had decided to 
quit the business, and 
hoped the information he 
had provided would help 
to put an end to the ille- 
gal trade. 

“Before this Chinese 
New Year, the medical 
waste was traded openly. 
Then officials came to in- 
spect, saying the media 
had exposed the trade. 
To avoid trouble, people 
started conducting the 
business underground. 

“Though there is a 
shortage at present, many 
trucks still arrive loaded 
with used disposable sy- 
ringes and intravenous 
drip bags. The tighter the 
examination, the higher 
the price and the more 
money we can make. 

“I can make at least 
100 yuan per day and 
sometimes I can make up 
to a few thousand yuan. 

“It is far from enough 
to only have a good rela- 
tionship with the ‘boss’. 
The most important thing 
is to establish a ‘network’ 
in the regulatory de- 
partments, such as local 
industrial and commer- 
cial bureaus and environ- 
mental protection organs. 
In that case, nobody can 
touch you. 

“We dealers are not 
afraid of the county lead- 


ers who come to ‘inspect’. 
The officials from the city 
or the province are ones 
we are afraid of because 
we don’t have ‘connec- 
tions’ at that level. 

“But, they can only 
control us for a short pe- 
riod of time. The county 
always has a final say. 

“I have ‘close friends’ 
working at the county’s 
industrial and commer- 
cial administration and 
the environmental pro- 
tection organs. I often 
treat them to dinner and 
give them bribes. The 
friends take care of me, 
no matter how hard the 
situation is, for ‘our com- 
mon interests.’ 

“The medical waste 
dealings have existed for 
a long time. I think the 
reason lies in the ‘local 
protectionism.’ 

“Taking the examina- 
tion for an example, be- 
fore the official at higher 
levels came to visit the 
market, we know they 
are coming two days in 
advance. 

“Owing to the local 
protectionism, the regu- 
latory departments can 
do nothing but let it go. 
In addition, the elimina- 
tion of the illegal trans- 
action might lessen their 
income. 

“I think it is not dif- 
ficult to break up the 
illegal trade in medical 
waste. The key is that the 
local government should 
have the determination 
to break the local protec- 
tionism.” 
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By Zhao Pu 

’m in my fifties 
now, but I feel 
like I’ve lived 
for 500 years,” 
says Li Wei, sitting in the 
tearoom on the second floor 
of his private carving museum. “I pursue a 
high quality of life. And the most happy thing 
in life for me is to enrich myself.” 

Li, 53 years of age, owns a carving museum 
filled with old stone and wood objects he has 
been collecting for forty years, and a hospice, 
the first in China, which has taken care of over 
10,000 people since its opening in 1987. 

These two disparate strands make a pair of 
parallel threads in Li’s life. 

A man with a ‘carving 
complex’ 

At the east end of Li- 
ulichang Cultural Street 
stands a splendid two-floor 
building in traditional ar- 
chitectural style, with sev- 
eral pairs of “mendun” 

(stone carved “door guards” 
often seen at the entrance 
of courtyard houses). Deli- 
cate carvings can be found 
on almost every corner of 
the structure, the roof, win- 
dows, doors and walls. 

Above the door, hangs a 
tablet that reads ‘Songtangzhai Folk Carving 
Museum.’ Inside, a Ming Dynasty woodcarv- 
ing screen, called ‘Virtue Screen’ listing moral 
standards greets visitors. Behind it, dozens 
of mendun and extraordinary stone and wood 
carved objects furnish the room. 

“I have a ‘carving complex,”’ says Li. “I al- 
ways keep an eye out for old carvings, and 
whenever I come across one, I add it to the 
pile in this museum.” Over the past 40 years, 
he has collected several hundred pairs of old 
mendun from all over the country. 

Li’s fascination with mendun stems from 
his childhood. A pair standing outside his fam- 
ily’s home kept him company when he was a 
kid. At the age of eight, the house was demol- 
ished, but he insisted on 
keeping the mendun. That 
pair was the first treasure 
in his collection. 

To enrich his mendun 
and carving collections, Li 
has spent much of his spare 
time wandering about old 
towns and small villages all 
over the country. His collec- 
tion boasts some beautiful 
stone door roofs with exqui- 
site carving from Shanxi 
and Anhui provinces. 

Once in 1981, Li came to 
a village in which numer- 
ous buildings of the Ming 
and Qing Dynasties were 
preserved in Shanxi Prov- 
ince. Passing by a peasant’s 
house, he was captivated 
by four pieces of stone carv- 
ing on the gate of the com- 
pound. The gate was in a 
dilapidated state and two 
of the carvings seemed to 
be on the verge of falling 
from the gate. 

He stepped into the open 
house, and told the women 
who lived there he would 
like to buy the four pieces 
of stone carving. The wom- 
an was surprised, “Do you 
mean those useless pieces 
of stone?” Li assured her of 
his intention. “Follow me, 
we have more in the backyard.” She led him to 
the pigsty behind the house. Li says the sight 
that greeted him is still painful to recall; doz- 
ens of beautiful stone carvings had been ar- 
ranged to make a wall to keep those pigs in. It 
took him a long time to rescue them all from 
the sty. He bought 12 pieces from the women 
and lugged them one by one all the way back 
to the town railway station. 

“This stuff is rubbish to others, but it is 
treasure in my eyes,” he smiles. 

A white lie inspired a 
career 

The other line of his life centers around 
the hospice he opened in 1987. Li tells a 
touching story about the es- 
tablishment of the Beijing 
Songtang Hospice, the first 
hospice in China. 

Back in the 1960s, Li 
was sent to Inner Mongolia 
at the age of 17 as ‘an 
educated youth’ answering 
the call to live and work 


Li guides foreign visitors touring Songtang Hospice 


in the countryside. In a 
small village, he worked as 
a ‘barefoot doctor’, treating 
patients for free. 

One of his regular pa- 
tients was old ‘Teacher 
Zhang’ from the run-down local primary school. 
Zhang, formerly a university professor, had 
been exiled to the village as a ‘rightist’ during 
that era of turbulent political movement and 
persecution. 

Li often went to care for Teacher Zhang, 
who suffered from a serious gastric disease. 
Just before he died, he told Li, “My grandma 
said to me when I was a little kid that nice 
people will go to heaven after they die, and 
bad people go to hell. I have the right to enter 
neither place, since I am called an ‘ox, ghost, 
snake and spirit.’” To comfort the old man, Li 
told him that he would talk to the commune 


eekina 
Rich □ 



This old carriage is a new item in Li’s collection 



leaders, and ask them to “rehabilitate” him. 
Zhang was happy as a child and kept talking 
about his childhood and past experience. 

But Li was stopped by his friends, who 
warned him that intervening in Zhang’s case 
was too dangerous. On the following day, he 
visited Zhang again. He saw the expectation 
in the old man’s sparkling eyes, and could not 
bring himself to admit he had failed to do as 
he had promised. On an impulse, he lied to his 
patient, telling him that the commune leaders 
had indeed rehabilitated him. Zhang died not 
long after, peacefully, with a smile still linger- 
ing on his face. 

Since that moment, Li has imagined open- 
ing a hospital to take care of people in the 
last days of their lives. His 
wish came true in 1987. In 
the past 15 years, his hos- 
pice has looked after over 
10,000 people. 

A young 
heart with 
great passion 


“I’m 53 now, but I’m 25 in 
psychological sense,” smiles 
Li. His childish expressions 
and the way he laughs at 
his own stories certainly 
supports that claim. He 
shows a great passion for 
life and his career. He has 
met with many troubles 
along his way, collecting 
old stones and building the 
hospice. “None of them has 
scared me,” he says, “I’m a 
person fully capable to con- 
quer any troubles.” 

His passion and optimis- 
tic attitude always cast a 
beam of sunshine on his 
patients at the hospice. He 
treats every patient like 
an old friend, encouraging 
them to be brave in the last 
section of their journey of 
life. He sings old love songs 
with them, read poems with them and reminds 
the things in their own life they have to be 
proud of. 

He is frequently invited to address univer- 
sity students. “I love to be with young people, 
though most of my time is spent with my old 
friends at the hospice,” says Li. The major 
theme of his subject is ‘cherish your life’. 

When asked what is the happiest thing for 
him, he answered without hesitation, “to en- 
rich myself.” He has a broad interest in many 
things, philosophy, poetry, psychology, and mu- 
sic. Beside collecting mendun and carvings, 
stamp collecting was an early hobby. “I was 
among the early birds collecting stamps in 
China,” says Li, “and I put the money earned 
from the stamps toward the hospice and the 
museum” 

“Life is not a radial, it’s 
a line segment,” says Li, 
“The best way to enlarge 
it is to increase the width 
of the line, that’s what I’ve 
been doing for years.” 


Li at his carving museum 


Li stands by part of his collection; a Qing Dynasty wood carving 


Photos by Zhuang Jian 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. \ 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". ^ 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 j 

Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 

Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com ^ 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 
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14^.^6:00 - 8:30, 
30 71/^400 m, 1000 7c/f Ho 
&$t#:68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
1 "" " ' 1 ' "* iming Daxue stop. 
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By Miao Yajie 

A historian once said of 
the Summer Palace - it is like 
a grand theater, and only one 
among one hundred thou- 
sand spectators knows its 
true history: that it was Em- 
peror Qianlong who created 
the precursor of the Sum- 
mer Palace -Qingyi Garden. 
Only one among one hun- 
dred thousand people who 
come to the theater for a 
wonderful performance, real- 
ly enjoy and fully understand 
the show, the rest just take a 
walk around the theater. 

E mperor Qianlong (1736- 
1795), the fourth emperor 
of the Qing Dynasty, is the 
longest living and one of the most 
admired emperors in Chinese his- 
tory. Apart from engaging in nu- 
merous military exploits during 
his sixty-year-reign, one year less 
than that of his equally illustrious 
grandfather, the Emperor Kangxi 
(1662-1722), he was also an ac- 
complished poet and aficionado 
of art and science. He instructed 
his officials to collect treasured 
paintings and calligraphy into the 
imperial court, enthusiastically 
adding his own inscriptions to 
the scrolls (often destroying the 
compositional balance in the pro- 
cess, as art historians have fre- 
quently bemoaned). However, his 
influence over the course of his- 
tory during the 18th century is 
undeniable, and he is today affec- 
tionately portrayed on TV soaps 
as a wise and humorous patri- 
arch. 

To many people, the Summer 
Palace (Yiheyuan EiS^S) rep- 
resents the corruption of Em- 
press Dowager Cixi, who diverted 
funds intended to modernize the 
Chinese navy to constructing her 
own pleasure garden. 

So what is Emperor Qian- 
long’s connection with the Sum- 
mer Palace? 

Why Qingyi Garden was built 

Emperor Qianlong listed two 
reasons for the building of Qingyi 
Garden (>iH$r 0 ) in an article com- 
memorating its completion. One 
was the practical measure of “regu- 
lating the waters,” the other was to 
mark his mother’s 60th birthday. 

In 1744, after completing an 
expansion of Yuanmingyuan (0 
0 ), the imperial garden start- 


tween the original and the rec- 
reation can be attributed to the 
differences in the ways of think- 
ing of Emperor Qianlong and 
Empress Dowager Cixi. 

Qingyi means a place with 
beautiful lakes and hills, while 
Yihe means a place to enjoy one’s 
old age. 

For Emperor Qianlong, build- 
ing Qingyi Garden was an in- 
tellectual endeavor, thus the 
arrangement of the garden was 
designed to be in harmony with 
the natural surroundings. 

Though he was deeply fond 
of the garden, Qianlong never 
spent a night there. He kept his 
pledge of “going in the morning 
and coming back at noon,” partly 
as a way of expunging the guilt 
he felt over his about-face on the 
construction of another garden. 

For Empress Dowager Cixi 
however, the motive for building 
the Summer Palace was her per- 
sonal pleasure. She divided the 
garden into several functional 
quarters, with her living quar- 
ters centered around the Hall 
of Benevolence and Longevity, 
the residential quarters centered 
around the Hall of Happiness 
and Longevity, and a service 
quarter centered around an ex- 
tensive kitchen. 

However Cixi’s Summer Pal- 
ace basically preserved the ap- 
pearance of Qingyi Garden, not 
only in its formal resemblance, 
but also with a similarity in spir- 
it. The fundamental features - 
the lake and three hills - were 
unchanged, only the architecture 
was renewed. 

The “loyalty” of the Summer 
Palace to Qingyi Garden might 
be attributable to the following 
factors. 

First, the destruction and re- 
construction occurred within the 
space of 100 years, thus the “bones 
and flesh” of the original garden 
were able to be preserved. 

Second, Cixi was not nearly as 
gifted as Qianlong; it was beyond 
her ability to come up with her 
own design, so she had to model 
her garden on the original. 

Finally, despite her misap- 
propriation of the navy budget, 
there were insufficient funds in 
the Qing treasury for a whole- 
sale reconstruction of the gar- 
den at the beginning of the 20th 
Century. 

Consequently the Summer 
Palace, like good comeing out of 
misfortune, a scene from the apo- 
gee of the Qing Dynasty was re- 
stored. 


A pavilion on Longevity Hill, and Kunming Lake 


Who Built the Summer PalaceP 


ed by Emperor Kangxi in 1709, 
Qianlong wrote that there would 
never again be a need for later 
generations to build a garden ex- 
pending such a heavy budget and 
labor. Just six years later, howev- 
er, in 1750, he started construc- 
tion of Qingyi Garden. 

Why did he go back on his 
words to do so? “Water regula- 
tion” and his mother’s birthday 
were only part of his rationale. 
The real motivation was that 
by planning, designing and con- 
structing a garden himself, he 
sought to create an eternal mon- 
ument to illustrate his ruling 
philosophy, his talent, and to 
show off his achievements. 

The structure of the garden, 
the style of the architecture, the 
location of the scenic spots, the 
content of the couplets and in- 
scriptions all embody a certain 
aspect of Qianlong’s philosophy. 
His generosity - unconventional 
and uninhibited, his concern for 
the country and the people, his 
desire to unify the country can 
all be found in the design. 

How Qingyi Garden became 
the Summer Palace 

Construction started on Qingyi 


Garden in 1750, the 15th year of 
Emperor Qinglong’s reign, and was 
completed 15 years later. It was 
an unprecedented and unrepeat- 
able model for a Chinese tradition- 
al garden. However 61 years after 
Qianlong’s death, in 1860, the gar- 
den was burnt to the ground by 
British and French troops, along 
with Yuanmingyuan. 

When the fires had finally 
burnt out and the smoke had dis- 
persed, the vitality of the great 
empire of the Qing Dynasty had 
already been sapped. 

After two changes of emper- 
ors, Emperor Dowager Cixi took 
up her position behind the trem- 
bling throne in 1885. The fol- 
lowing year, she ordered the 
reconstruction of Qingyi Gar- 
den, renaming it Yiheyuan, the 
Summer Palace. Foreign troops 
again looted the garden in 1900 
and it was once again rebuilt in 
1902. This is why Empress Dow- 
ager Cixi is often wrongly at- 
tributed to being the creator of 
the garden. 

Differences between 
Qingyi Garden and the 
Summer Palace 

The biggest difference be- 


A portion of the funds Empress Dowager Cixi siphoned off the navy budget 
financed the unseaworthy, but grand marble boat. 


The seventeen-arch bridge on Kunming Lake is the subject of countless 
postcards. Photos by Yu Jia 
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Extract 

To -tell it clearly but not completely 
The subtle mysteries of Heaven and Earth 
Above the nine skies and below the netherworld 
Telling the story of Chaos and Darkness 
Asking how the sun and moon reunite 
And how many years lasted the Darkness 
Till the human beings came into the world 
The Xuanhuang Forefather created the Chaos 
And the Chaos created Hero Pangu 
Nine floods and three-time the sky opened 
Then shone the lights of the Sun, the Moon and 

the Stars 

Fuxi, Nvwa created the human beings 
From whom coming the later generations 
Once starting never stop 
To sing the past and the future 
Singing the sky and the earth 
Singing the Sun, the Moon and Five Stars 
Singing Kunlun and Five Great Mountains 
Singing the hero separating Heaven from Earth 
Singing the rare and the strange 
Singing the Darkness and the Chaos 


Shennongjia 


Shennongjia lies in Fangxian County, in west- 
ern Hubei Province, covering an area of 3,250 
square kilometres. Averaging 1,000 meters 
above sea level, it has six peaks over 3,000 
meters high, and is known as “the roof of Cen- 
tral China.” In its virgin forest can be discov- 
ered more than 2,000 species of wild plants, 
of which over 30 are classified as rare, and 
500 species of wild animals, 20 of which are 
on the state proX.ecX.ed list. 
Desides this natural treasure trove, Shen- 
nongjia is also the home of an extraordinary 
forest culture. Linked with Sichuan of old 
by the Old Salt Path, it was the confluent re- 
gion of the ancient Chu and Da Cultures (to- 
day’s Hubei and Hunan provinces, and Sichuan 
Province respectively). The densely forested 
mountains have long been refuges for people 
escaping from the chaos caused by wars in 

dynastic China. 


The S-fcory of Darkness Com- 
bines Mythology and History 

Zhou Saiyi, president of Changjiang Literature 
and Art Publishing House and editor of The 
Story of Darkness says it combines mythology 
and history, telling the stories from the begin- 
ning of the universe till the times of the Yan 
and Huang emperors, covering a hundred million 
years, a time span seldom seen in other works. 

The book comprises the Deginning Song, the 
Song Head, the Slack Heaven and Yellow Earth, 
the Darkness of Chaos, the Light of the Sun 
and the Moon and the CreaXion of the Universe 

and Human Seings. 
The length of the new edition of “Darkness” is 
two times that of the limited edition of 1030, 
with verses such as the one describing the life 
of the Yan Emperor increasing from over 1 0O 
lines to over 200 lines, more vividly depicting 
his image. A wider range of characters, includ- 
ing Hun Dun, Lang Dang Zi, and Shi Nian, the el- 
der brother of Yan Emperor also appear in this 

new edition. 



PHENOMENA 
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Academics have long 
believed that the Han 
nationality had no epic. 
The newly published 
The Story of Darkness, 
collected and collated in 
the Shennongjia area of 
Hubei Province, might 
help refute that belief. 
The Story of Darkness 
is published by the 
Changjiang Literature 
and Art Publishing 
House. 



MAY 24, 2002 
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Discovery comes from collection 
of folk songs 

Hu Chongjun, a staff member of the Shennongjia Forest 
Cultural Center has spent the last 20 years collecting and 
collating different versions of The Story of Darkness. 

In 1982, Hu happened upon a hand-written copy of The 
Story of Darkness when he was collecting local folk songs in 
the town of Songbai. The 21-character manuscript seemed 
to be a book of local funeral songs, telling mythological sto- 
ries of primeval times. In 1983, Shennongjia Forest Cul- 
tural Center compiled and printed Shennongjia Folk Songs 
Collection , which contained parts of The Story of Darkness 
collected by Hu. The book immediately attracted the atten- 
tion of researchers on folk literature. At their encourage- 
ment, Hu started to collect more versions of The Story of 
Darkness. In May 1985, a limited edition of eight firsthand 
versions of The Story of Darkness compiled by Hu was 
issued by the Hubei Provincial Folk Writers and Artists 
Association. This publication caused disputes in academic 
circles as to whether The Story of Darkness actually consti- 
tutes an epic. 

Liu Shouhua, a professor at the Chinese Culture De- 
partment of East China Normal University and Yuan Ke, 
an eminent scholar in Chinese mythology who died last 
year, both agreed that The Story of Darkness is a “mytholog- 
ical epic” of the Han nationality. But Yuan also suggested 
that the eight versions were not sufficient for a comprehen- 
sive collation of The Story of Darkness and more material 
needed to be collected and rearranged, without ruining the 
original flavor. 

To collect more copies and fully present the value of The 
Story of Darkness to the world, Hu traveled around almost 
every corner of Shennongjia and surrounding areas, at his 
own expense. For more than ten years, he visited old funer- 
al singers and traced any possible clues, experiencing all 
kinds of hardships. Eventually he had collected over 10,000 
lines of manuscripts and librettos, among which over 5,000 
lines were chosen for the new edition. 

Professor Liu says in his preface to the new edition, “I 
have read most of the original versions and this edition is 
more rich in content, more exquisite in diction and more at- 
tractive to readers.” 

Can The Story of Darkness Be 
Regarded as an Epic? 

According to Professor Liu, The Story of Darkness can be 
regarded as the mythological epic of the Han nationality in 
a broad sense. “The word ‘epic’ comes from Greek and its 
traditional definition and criterion from Greek heroic epics, 
such as The Iliad and The Odyssey. For thousands of years, 
academics have insisted on this traditional definition, re- 
sulting in the belittling of the cultural creative ability of 
many countries. Since the 1980s, Chinese experts on folk 
literature and art have begun to break down the doctrine 
suggesting that among the minorities living in southeast 
China spread simple and unsophisticated ‘mythological ep- 
ics’ or ‘world-beginning epics,’ which form a ‘mythological 
epic group’. The Story of Darkness is similar to these works 
in view of its content, form, style and folk culture back- 
ground, and thus belongs to the same type of literature,” 
says Liu. 

Chao Gejin, a research fellow of the Minority Literature 
Research Institute of the Chinese Academy of Social Scienc- 
es says there are two kinds of epics: the spoken epic and 
the written epic. The epics of different nationalities have dif- 
ferent features but also certain standards in common. An 
epic should be of an “epic length,” not just several lines of 
verse; should have a “lofty” and “sacred” nature, with the 
main characters often heroes or divinities and their glorious 
achievements making up the mainstay of the story; it should 
deal with the destiny of the whole nation or even “the world,” 
not the happenings of daily life; and an epic is often a verse, 
but prose epics also exist. Chao also says, a nationality with- 
out its own epic could still be a great nationality, and a liter- 
ary work can still be a great work even if it is not an epic. 
Labeling The Story of Darkness as an epic or not will not in- 
fluence the judgment of its value. 

(By Zhang Huan) 
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Wish we were honest and faithful. Meiao man seeking for greater perfection gives you delightfully fresh 
living space. 

Professional import facilities with excellent kit, high quality service staffs with high level and 
standardization. 

House keeping: 

Cleaning defecating sterilzing for new residence. 

Floor maintaining, face-lifting polishing in kitchen and toilet. 

Commercial preserves: 

Serrice for offices, hotels, business buildings, hospitals communities, super markets, etc. 

Carpet cleaning: 

Cleaning and mainteance for all kinds of carpet. 


tfetlt: 11145^ E&ig: 84010926 84018543 100010 











Young Dire 
Anxious to 




Picture from The Missing Gun 


course of watching a film is like going along the way 
to a great pyramid. Audiences nowadays want to see 
not only the pyramid at the end of the trip, but also 
the pretty view along the way. It’s different from be- 
fore.” 

Ma Rongrong, a graduate student majoring in film, 
compared Lu’s film with Stray Dog, a film by legend- 
ary Japanese film maker Akira Kurosawa that shares 
a similar plotline to The Missing Gun. Lu answered, “I 
have a long way to go, to be sure. I have many things 
to cry out in my maiden work. But Akira Kurosawa 
had already been Akira Kurosawa, and he wasn’t 
anxious to cry out anything through his work.” 

Teng Huatao, director of One Hundred also tries 
new approaches. He uses a four-minute long shot at 
the end of One Hundred When questioned about his 
reason for doing so, he said, “I want to challenge the 
limits of the audiences’appreciation.” 

He doesn’t care so much about the audience com- 
plaining, even when some wondered if his approach 
was wrong. He explained the course of seeking one’s 
goal is just like running, “At first you run with a great 
passion, but the closer you draw to the goal, the less 
passion you have. At last, only momentum is work- 
ing to keep you moving along.” 

The young directors appear as a group with pride 
and apprehension. As Lu Chuan said at the seminar, 
“What’s most important is not the course of the work, 
but the fact that finally we’ve stood out among the 
crowd!” 


By Zhu Lin 

M ost of the films shown at the Tenth Film 
Festival for College Students are the young 
directors’debut works. At the festival’s Seminar 
for Maiden Films, the young directors’words and inter- 
pretations of their films clearly revealed their concern to 
explore new directions. 

Lu Chuan, director of one of the best local films pro- 
duced in recent years, The Missing Gun, attracted a lot 
of interest. In his usual sharp manner, Lu stated that his 
goals were different to those of the older generation of 
filmmakers. 

Responding to praise for how the plot played out be- 
fore the denouement of The Missing Gun , Lu said, “The 


Picture from One Hundred... 


Photo by Sun Jianhua 
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CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

mt: 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 - 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 
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TEL: 68997124 68311626 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

£lf&¥Fie@i£ 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 Bt 3 i 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 
6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake, Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

Tel:6712.0505 


New French Restaurant Now Open! 

67 ra # S ft 1 « 1 1 T 1 ?-’’ » 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open:1 1 :00-24:00 Daily 

Wat m itssijs pp m sasdt n -m 

Address:North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:6508-91 00 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 
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Expression 
Lighting up Stage 


Japanese Dream 
Comes True 
on Chinese Stage 


By Zhang Huan 

an ream ahead, I believe in the future; dream 
■ ahead, I will never hesitate...” The musi- 
M J cal play Dream Ahead tells a story of how 
a young girl overcomes numerous difficulties and fi- 
nally realizes her dream. 

The musical, staged at the Century Theatre last 
Friday and Saturday, was created and performed by 
Japan’s Star Musical Company. The story is based on 
the life of Star Musical Company choreographer, Na- 
kagawa Kumi. Born in New York, Kumi discovered 
Broadway musicals as a teenager and fell in love with 
the idea of becoming a choreographer. To realize her 
dream, she had to overcome opposition by her father 
and discrimination within the industry. 

“We should never lose sight of our dreams, no mat- 
ter what the circumstances, that is the theme of our 
musical,” said director Nishida Naoki. “Just like the 
story, the musical was not welcomed when it was first 
staged three years ago, but after revising the script 
and changing the director and performers, it finally 
succeeded in Japan.” 

The over-two-hour performance was well re- 
ceived by the Chinese audience, though the neces- 
sity of continually looking from stage to subtitles 
proved tiring for many. Audience member Zhang 
Yibing said, “It’s the first time I have seen a mu- 
sical. I’m impressed by the enthusiasm of the 
performers.” 

But there were also some criticisms. Many 
found the musical too noisy. “The performers 
seem to be shouting when they are speaking,” 
said another audience member, Li Xia, “and some- 
times their voices even became hoarse.” Others 
complained about the design of the costumes and 
stage, saying they were “too simple, not beautiful 
enough.” 

Regardless of the negative comments, Dream 
Ahead created an opportunity for the Chinese 
audience and Japanese performers to get to 
know each other. As Nakagawa Kumi herself 
said at the end of the performance: “I 
have realized another dream of mine 
today.” 

Photo by Cui Jun 


By Zhu Lin 

T he originality and en- 
ergy of Expressions, 
performed by Austra- 
lia’s Modern Dance Company, 
caused a sensation among 
audiences during the fourth 
Beijing International Modern 
Dance Festival. 


“The dance is wonderful,” 
said Cui Li, a modern dance 
fan from the audience, 
“including the 
staging, lighting 
and the 


concept.” Ex- 


pressions per- 
formed Jigsaw 
and Alone To- 


gether last 
Friday and 
Saturday. 
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Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 

Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable:Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts;chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet, crunchy and soft dishes.Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La, which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive.A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian, Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:6591.7726 Fax:6591.7926 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 100 kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(01 0)68843388-71 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(100 meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

%i1§f:(0 10)68843388-7 18/620 
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Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong’an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
140 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 
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Night of Beijing Restaurant 

Special offer of seafood as well as many other dishes and salads: shrimp: 

RMB38; lobster/ clam: RMB98 

Pleasant ambience and sufficient parking space. 

Address: 1 Dayabao Alley, Dongcheng District 
Tel: 65272672, 65272704 ext 8865 

38 98 7Z 
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1 65272672 65272704 $$ 8865 
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By Salinda 

I t is not easy to spot the por- 
trait is stitched. The Mona 
Lisa on the wall looks very 
lifelike. Cartoon figures and land- 
scape paintings feature among 
the thousands of designs. 

Favorite pictures can be 
stitched personally into house- 
hold necessities as a decoration. 
A chart converts photos into nee- 
dlework masterpieces. An em- 
broidery kit contains everything 
needed to receive a complete 
charted graph of the photo. There 
are large print charts available. 

A clerk promises a person can 
learn to stitch in five minutes. 
Buy the special cloth, threads 
and glass seed beads and start 
stitching. 

Do not worry about your clum- 
sy hands. 


“It is easy to learn the cross 
stitch.” says Liu Hui, “a 6-year- 
old child can stitch pictures on 
the keychain by herself.” 


Add: Dongsi, Jinbao Jie 
#f), 20 Lin Jian Ol&^t), Dongcheng 
District. Open: 9:30am-9pm. Tel: 
6527-7162. 


EDITORJIAN RONG DESIGNER: PANG LEI 



By Salinda 

A ll the paintings are treated against 
woodworm. The creator of these natu- 
ral wood paintings has created a num- 
ber of works in five years’ seclusion and held 
personal exhibitions at the China Art Gallery. 

Chen Baiqiu’s works express free and easy, 
natural modern aesthetic feelings. “Gao Shan 
Liu Shui” ( S ib >j^7jc), a painting that depicts 
the mystery of Guizhou province, is full of 


power and grandeur. “Shen Niu” (#4*) shows 
a buffalo radiating vigor. 

The clear feature of the paintings is that 
both colors and veins appear completely natu- 
ral. Their textures and original color have not 
been altered. 

Add: Bl, FullLink Plaza (+3 %), sub- 
way or 112, 109, 101 to Chaoyangmen. 

Open: 9:30 am-8 pm. 

Tel: 1391 0672470. 


The Other Side of Ladies Street 


By Liang Hongling 

N u Ren Jie (★-A#), 
which means “ladies 
street”, has a reputa- 
tion for fashionable clothes 
and other stylish stuff for 
young women. But Beijing 
Today does not want to buy 
any more clothes at the 
same old stores this week. 
Our reporter set off to find 
something out of the ordi- 
nary. 

Zang Ba 


Zang Ba has a strong Ti- 
betan flavor with yak bone 
bracelets and neckbands, 
cowhide and sheepskin 
bags. The bracelets are not 
as loud as the neckbands, 
but pretty cool. 

The manager said not all 
the goods come from Tibet. 
Notebooks and photo al- 
bums with leather covers, 
sheepskin towel boxes, pen- 
containers and ashtrays are 
also popular. The “leaf paint- 


ings” placed in a wooden 
box are a traditional Paki- 
stan handcraft. The picture 
on the leaf is usually of a 
young man and young wom- 
an. 

Yi Guo Shou Cang ti) & 

$0 

The most striking objects 
here are brass articles from 
Islamic countries, including 
flasks, sculptures of deer 
and elephants. Patterns are 
engraved on the surface of 
these articles, popular in 




Bracelets of Zang Ba 


Model Ts to Please 


By Li Dan 

Plants, animals, portraits, humor, 
art, holidays, sports, exploration and 
movie stars — they import the prints 
from the USA, transfer them to print- 
ing paper and then hot press them 
onto white T-shirts. 

The store encourages bringing a fa- 
vorite picture or photos to forge a one- 
of-a-kind, individual T. 

A rising brand, Beijing’s T-Tribe 
delivers within the Third Ring Road 
via Internet orders. Their prints all 
come from the USA, representing the 
latest American fashion trends. 

“The T-shirt has been authorized 
as one of the 20 most important in- 


ventions in human being’s daily life 
since 1900,” said the manager, “From 
the president to the common people, 
the T-shirt represents equality, free- 
dom and a spirit of optimism, which 
has become a special fashion symbol 
around the world.” 

Add: F2, Qing Chun Guan (Youth 
Hall) of New World Shopping Mall (#f 
W ty), Chongwenmen District, sub- 
way or 9 to Chongwenmen. 

Price: around 100 yuan. 

Website: www.t-tribe. 
net. 

Tel: 6417-2630 for 
more information. 


Photo by Li Chao 


Xinjiang. 

The store has a mixed 
character. The horsewhip 
is frightening, with its mid- 
dle section the lower leg 
of lamb. However, there 
are also silver earrings and 
bracelets fixed in frames. 

Add: Nu Ren Jie (★ 

9# Maizidian West 
Road (opposite the Lufthan- 
sa Shopping Center), Cha- 
oyang District. 

Zang Ba, Area A, XA4-8. 

Yi Guo Shou Cang, Area 
A, XA7-8. 


What’s your favorite 
shop, stand, bar or restau- 
rant? We will be very hap- 
py to share your experience 
with all our readers and 
don’t forget, a mystery gift 
is waiting for you if we 
print your story. Please con- 
tact us at 6590-2524.Email: 
shopping@ynet.com. 
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BEIJING PRE-MEDIA Advertising Co., Ltd. is the 
PRE^MiDIA exclusive advertising agency of the Business Ser- 
vice page of ((Beijing Today)}. We will play the bridge 
on the cooperation between bussiness service com- 
pany of our country and foreign business. 


AD PLACE(r^rt^) 

Business surrogate relate to foreigner, enterprise 
registration, tax service, trademark, patent and 
copyright registration, etc. 

Business training and cooperation 

♦ HP^3£ii3iSu 
International transport 

♦ 1 ^ 7|t > X mi 

Technique and culture communication 

♦ HP/T4pi«L $5 

International investigation and financing 

♦ m R > > ft il 

commercial consultation, public relationship and 
surrogate 

Business meeting, off ice and business tour 
Office equipment 


AD.PLACE.TEL: (86)010-88552079/80 13601226884 




BUSINESS AGENT 
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BEIJING TRADEMARK AGENCY 


TEL: 68083066 68081369 
FAX: 68081370 
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16th Floor Yue tan Tower 
No.2 Yue Tan North Street 
Xicheng District Beijing 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Huiyuan Apartments 

ready to rent 

With high, medium and economy 
standard. 

Broadband multi-media e-com- 
merce net service in each flat. 
Welcome your visit. 

Tel: 64923528/64923529 
64992660/64910545 


Personal Information 


A man of 42, with 19 years 
working experiences in trade compan- 
ies in Hong Kong and Europe, fluent 
English and Cantonese, good com- 
puter skill, is now applying for jobs as 
Senior Business Manager and etc. 
Tel:6768501 6 


AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 


Possess of certain marketing resourse, plan to invest exhibition, design & 
produce. Now looking for foreign capital to joint venture and cooperation. 
Aim 

♦Introducing advantage experiences and technologies from design 
and produce of overseas exhibitions. 

♦ Introducing trademark, administration and marketing promotion 
from overseas exhibitions vocation. 

♦Introducing certain quantity capital to enlarge scale. 

Welcome to connect to us. 

Tel: 13701378266 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

m ±: it* i 7 107-109 ^ 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU,HAIDI AN, BEIJING. 
68313388 57107-57109 88371521 lf^:68342761 WMA: 


+! 

pi BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company | 

RE -MEDIA 

A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 
FAX:88552079 
MOBILE: 13601226884 
^ E-mail: pieere@sina.com 




mmm 


♦Middle school students who 
are 13 to 18 have oppotunity 
learn English two hours every 
day in U.S.A. 

♦speciality for BA and Master 
Hotline : 0 1 0-66050485 


♦Certificate of London university 

♦ Foundation courses and BA of 
Lincon university in Newzerland 

♦ BA of New Castle university in 
Austrilia 

♦ MBA of Wales university in U.K. 
v Hotline:010-66050724 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building, No.17 Xi Changan St. Beijing 


Photo by Li Shuzhuan 
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Residents Join Forces 
to Clean Up Fine Print 



ditional contract. 


By Wang Dandan 

M ost developers refuse to sign them. 

And when they do sign, extra con- 
tracts rarely satisfy buyers. 

For the first time in the city’s real estate 
history, a group of more than 100 buyers 
have joined forces to negotiate an additional 
contract with their developer. 

Two or three neighbors have combined in 
the past to negotiate with developers, but 
Meiran Dongli in Dingfuzhuang, Chaoyang 
district has seen a giant leap forward. 

The group managed to come up with a 
hundred additional rules concerning shared 
areas, project quality, property rights certifi- 
cates, the environment and discounts. 
Shared areas 


The group required that detailed de- 
scriptions of shared areas should be 
printed in the additional con- 
tract, indicating its function 
(such as a boiler room or prop- 
erty management office). The 
developer agreed. 

Quality and facilities 

The group showed interest in the quality 
of facilities, and sought more detailed de- 
scriptions of the standards. The developer 
promised to print the original plan of the 
project, the construction standards and all 
the standards of all the facilities in the ad- 


Property rights certificate 

Nearly all the buyers worried about ob- 
taining their property rights certificate as 
the certificate is only given when the devel- 
oper pays the full fee for land use rights to 
the government. 

The developer promised to help buyers 
obtain the certificate within 60 days of mov- 
ing in. But the developer of course also re- 
quired the buyers pay the fees for processing 
the certificate and provide the relevant docu- 
ments. 

Price discount 

The buyers group suggested Meiran 
should offer them all a bulk discount. This 
was turned down by the developer. Yang 
Meiling, general manager for the developer, 


explained a good project should enjoy its 
market competitive price. 

To keep its market edge, a project has to 
focus on quality, not rely on discounts, he 
said. 

Two months’ work 

These are only some of the rules the group 
negotiated with the developer. 

Actually the negotiations went on for 
nearly two months. It was a good workout for 
the market, watched by many industry ob- 
servers. 

Oral promises were written into the addi- 


Pietures by Xie Feng 


tional contract. In negotiating, Yang said the 
developer sought help from Beijing custom- 
er service department, the sales department, 
maintenance, the design institute, calculat- 
ing company and property management com- 
pany. Thirty one percent of the buyers have 
since signed on the dotted line with the de- 
veloper. 

Xiang Lei, a member of the group, told 
Beijing Today he remains unsatisfied. “This 
additional contract is still not satisfactory 
compared with our standard, but it is better,” 
said Xiang. 



Who Owns Wall? 


By Wang Dandan 

A neighbor installed an air conditioner 
on the exterior wall of Mr. Bai. As the 
weather heats up, the air conditioner 
kicked in and began discharging hot air 
Legal Aid right outside Bai’s window. 

Bai can no longer open the window for 
fear of hot blasts of air invading his home. 

When he turned to the property management company 
for help, they said they could do nothing. Bai wonders: is 
this wall my or my neighbor’s wall? 

“When my neighbor turns on the air-conditioner, it is 
just like someone uses a warm air blower to heat my 
house,” said Bai. 

“My neighbor didn’t tell me before nor after he in- 
stalled the conditioner.” 

When a reporter from Beijing Today contacted Bai’s 
neighbor, he told the reporter that his neighbor had done 
the same thing to him and that’s way he had to install his 
own conditioner on Bai’s wall. 

“What can I do? My neighbor occupied my wall and I’ve 
got no space left for my own conditioner,” said Bai’s neigh- 
bor. 

Unlike corridors or steps - which are regulated as 
shared areas - the exterior wall is owned by the house 
owner, says Lei Qinping, a Beijing Deqin Law Firm law- 
yer. 

Anyone who changes the decoration or personally in- 
stalls anything on the wall must return the wall back to 
normal and if there is any loss, he should compensate the 
owner. 


Two Exhibitions 
Vie for Housing 

By Liang Hongling 

When two housing exhibitions with almost identical names open in almost 
identical places in the same city on the same day in direct competition with 
each other, the gimmicks can pretty desperate. 

High-priced foreign models strutted outside the Beijing City Housing Ex- 
hibition, distributing leaflets and introductions to passers-by. Meanwhile at 
the Beijing Individual Housing Exhibition at the Military Museum in West 
Changan Avenue, an immense stage called “Future City” was decorated like 
a giant crystal ball. With its sleek high-tech visuals, visitors might think they 
had made a mistake and wandered into the Beijing high-tech week. 

But the Beijing City Housing Exhibition was not to be outdone. In a con- 
spicuous place in the exhibition hall of the Word Trade Center organizers had 
erected a mini- waterfall. In a cave behind the water was the exhibition’s em- 
blem. 

The exhibitors at the east side exhibition opted for a more “traditional” 
style De Sheng Shi Jia and Xuan Yi Jia Yuan non-foreign approved projects 
decorated their stages like the corner of a traditional Chinese pavilion. 

Both exhibitions attracted around 100 developers. In the west side exhibi- 
tion, most were developers promoting low-price building projects. The scale 
and strength of the developers were not large. 

In previous exhibitions, the second floor was packed. This time, there were 
only three exhibition tables on the second floor. Excitement reigned at this ex- 
hibition’s newly established free trade zone and second hand building zone. 

Meanwhile in the east, influential developers Zhu Jiang and Wu Yi Hua 
Yuan promoted projects in the exhibition in the World Trade Center. 


Green Space not for Sale 



By Wang Dandan 

Dear editor : 

I bought a townhouse in the suburbs of Beijing. Fve a gar- 
den out front of the house, and to expand, I want to buy up my 
neighbor’s garden. Is it legal to do so? And does green space 
belong to shared areas or can an individual buy it? 

Lucy 


Dear Lucy: 

Whether or not you can buy the green space of your neighbor depends on 
who owns the property rights certificate. The legality of land ownership is de- 
cided by this certificate. 

But the certificate only registers the construction area of the house. The 
house is also sold by the construction area. 

Green space is neither the construction area, nor the shared area. In fact, 
in China, the state owns it. 

Some developers, on the basis of improving living quality, develop town- 
houses with gardens. But this does not mean the buyer necessarily owns the 
property rights to the garden, more likely the use rights. In such cases, you 
can’t buy your neighbor’s lawn. 


Real Estate Round-up 


Beijing 

A Market Swells 

Apartment 


By Wang Dandan 

There are 13 new projects 
put on sale last month, includ- 
ing four foreign-approved proj- 
ects. With the conclusion of the 
first large housing exhibition 
held at the World Trade Cen- 
ter in April, the market is ex- 
panding quickly. 

Chaoyang district has the 
bulk of them, especially around 
the East Third Ring Road and 
Fourth Ring Road. Most proj- 
ects sell at 3,000-5,000 yuan 
per square meter. 

Glorious International 
Apartment 

Add: 18 Gontixilu, Chaoy- 
ang district 

Price: $2,000 per square 
meter 

Type: foreign-approved 
Tel: 6595-8888 

Xincheng Guoji 

Add: Guandongdian, Cha- 
owaidajie, Chaoyang district 
Price: 13,000 yuan per 
square meter 

Type: foreign-approved 
Tel: 6591-9999/2345 

Lanjue Garden 

Add: Huixinxijie, Chaoy- 
ang district 

Price: 8,500 yuan per 

square meter 

Type: foreign-approved 
Tel: 6481-3222/2223 

Milan Sky Apartment 

Add: Xihuanbeilu, Beijing 
Economy Development Zone, 
Daxing county 

Price: 4,400 yuan per 

square meter 

Type: foreign-approved 
Tel: 6787-1167/68/69 

Shanshui Garden 

Add: 300 meters south east 
of Huaweiqiao, Chaoyang dis- 
trict 

Price: 6,600 yuan per 

square meter 

Type: grade A apartment 
Tel: 6735-3300/3322/335 

Donghua Garden 

Add: Niujie Beikou, 

Guang’anmen Neidajie, Xuan- 


wu district 

Price: 7,300 yuan per 

square meter 

Type: apartment 
Tel: 6358-7777/6358-9999 

Fugui Apartment 

Add: Guangqumennei Da- 
jie, Chongwen district 

Price: 7,200 yuan per 

square meter 

Type: apartment 
Tel: 6712-7788 

Jinggang Garden 

Add: Xidawanglu, Chaoy- 
ang district 

Price: 6,600 yuan per 

square meter 

Type: apartment 
Tel: 8777-5888 

Lan T Apartment 

Add: east from Sihuidong- 
zhan, Chaoyang district 

Price: 4,500 yuan per 

square meter 

Type: apartment 
Tel: 8578-2356-59 

XinzhaoYayuan 

Add: Wujianlou, South 

Third Ring Road, Fengtai dis- 
trict 

Price: 4,300 yuan per 

square meter 

Type: apartment 
Tel: 6769-8899 

Jiahe Garden 

Add: Weizikang, Fengtai 
district 

Price: 4,000 yuan per 

square meter 

Type: apartment 
Tel: 6760-9900/9922 

Yashe Xiangqiao 

Add: Shuangqiao, Chaoy- 
ang district 

Price: 3,850 yuan per 

square meter 

Type: apartment 
Tel: 6577-5500 

Lingxiu Garden 

Add: Jiugong, Daxing coun- 
ty 

Price: 2,680 yuan per 

square meter 

Type: apartment 
Tel: 8796-8266 


Banks Build Housing 
Loan Business in City 


By Steve Jones 

Instinctively, historically, cultur- 
ally, Beijingers don’t like them, but 
mortgages are still climbing in the 
wake of recent housing reforms. 

Banks demand security. They 
need to know their customers. If 
mortgages are to really take off, 
modernized banking procedures 
are essential, says Professor He 
Liping, a participant in the national 
research program for the Ministry 
of Construction housing reform. 

Foreign banks want to tap into 
China’s corporate world. Foreign 
banks with modern banking exper- 
tise concentrate on the consumer 
loan market, which is not a bad 
thing considering its growth po- 
tential. For instance, the balance 
of housing loans reached 337.7 bil- 
lion yuan in 2001, up 16.7 times 
when compared with the balance 
of 19 billion yuan at the end of 
2000. The growth in housing loans 
in 2001 over 2000 was a whopping 


140 percent. 

The consumer loans market has 
been booming in the past 18 months 
with mortgage and consumer loans 
collectively accounting for 20 per- 
cent of new loans in 2001. Foreign 
banks’ local currency business with 
Chinese individuals will not be per- 
mitted until 2005. 

The Industrial and Commer- 
cial Bank of China recently an- 
nounced more than 200 billion 
yuan in individual housing loans, 
claiming it is China’s biggest 
mortgage lender. 

But the China Construction 
Bank also claims to hold top spot 
among China’s four state-owned 
commercial banks. As of March 31, 
this bank topped the list of hous- 
ing loan issuers with a mortgage 
balance of over 370.8 billion yuan. 
Zhang Enzhao, president of the 
bank, recently said his bank will 
be the first of the big four to re- 
structure and go public. 



“HOUSING” welcomes your feedback: What kind of difficul- 
ties do you encounter when looking for housing in Beijing? What kind 
of information do you need? With what can we help you? Our e-mail: 
housing@ynet.com Tel:6590-2522 Fax: 6590-2525 
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Movies 




ater, 64 Donghuamen Dajie. When: May 
24-25, 7:30pm. Admission: 40-80 yuan. 
Tel: 6512-9689. 








Dialog in Progress 

Works by Li Lei and Rolf A. Kluenter. 
Organized by Guardian Online Auctions 
Co. Ltd. The second time the two artists 
jointly hold exhibition. Their works ex- 
press a dialog between the east and the 


west. Germany artist Kluenter analyses 
eastern culture by abstract geometric 
figures. Li Lei’s works feature simple col- 
ors showing tranquil and unconventional 
state of mind. Where: Beijing Guardian 
Online Art Gallery, 1 IF, Taihong Tower, 44 
Chonwenmenwai Dajie, Chongwen Dis- 
trict. When: May 30- June 19, 9am-6pm. 
Web: www.guaweb.com Tel: 65058058 
ext. 104. 


Surveillance 

Directed by Huang Jianxin, Yang 
Yazhou, starring Feng Gong, Jiang 
Shan and Niu Zhenhua, 1996. A po- 
lice story set in modern day China. 
Two undercover police agents are 
assigned to surveillance duty at a 
port. Ten days later, their superiors 
decide to close the case but forget 
that the agents are there and fail to 
inform them. They remain at their 
post, day after day, even though 
nothing ever happens. After a while, 
their private lives begin to spill over 
into their “official duties” and they 
experience pressure from all sides. 
This film won a prize at the 1997 
Berlin Film Festival. 

Where: Cherry Lane Movies, 40 
Liangmaqiaolu, 1km east of Lufthan- 
sa Center. When: May 31, 8pm. Ad- 
mission: 50 yuan. Tel: 6461-5318/9. 
Beijing Bicycle 

Directed by WangXiaoshuai, star- 
ring Zhou Xun. Cui Lin, Li Bin, Gao 
Yuanyuan. Language: Chinese with 
English subtitles. A boy from the 
countryside comes to town to work 
as express delivery cyclist. Unfortu- 
nately, his bike gets stolen and he 
tries every possible way to get it 
back. Li Bin buys the “lost” bike it 
at the secondhand market of Cui 
Lin. Many stories are born during 
their fight over the bike. This film 


Parties 
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Second Dance — Walking in 
the Summer’s Electric Current 

Club night including DJ Yang Bin, 
will give its second performance. DJ 
Ben brings progressive house. 

Where: Club Orange, 2 , Alley 
10, Xingfuyicun, 20 meters inside an 


Dancer in the Dark 

Directed by Lars von Trier, 2000, 
starring Bjork, Catherine Deneuve, 
Siobhan Fallon. 

Where: Firenze, beside the south 
gate of Ritan Park, go north from 
Yong’anli Subway Station. When: 
May 26. Admission: free. Tel: 
8526-6308. 


alley beside the Minsheng Bank of 
Gongti Beilu, opposite the north gate 
of Worker’s Stadium. When: May 24, 
10pm-6am. Admission: 50 yuan. Tel: 
6415-7413. 

Back Club 

DJs Gao Hu, Dio, Mickey (Beijing), 
Usami (Australia), Boris (fresh from 
Berlin). 

Bands: Dead Loop (Beijing), Plastic 
(dance music king), Clear & Huzi (lap- 
top musician), E Band (Beijing). 

Where: Loft New Media Art Space, 
The Loft, 4 Gongtibeilu, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. When: every Friday & Saturday, 
after 9pm. Admission: 50 yuan. Tel: 
1301 1886112. E-mail: lzh@msgp.org 


Performances 


Shining Tibet — Water & Ink Tibet 
Painting Exhibition 

Works by Lin Tianxing. Featuring cus- 
toms and sceneries of Tibet, mostly using 
two colors, red and yellow. Where: Cre- 
ation Gallery, 4 Ritandonglu, Chaoyang 
District. When: May 24-31, 10am-7pm. 
Opening ceremony: May 25, 3-6pm. Ad- 
mission: free. Tel: 6506-7570. 

Huang Zhou Sketch Exhibition 

Where: Yan Huang Art Museum, 9 Hui- 
zhonglu, north ofYayuncun. When: till June 
16. Admission: 5 yuan. Tel: 6491-2902. 


fCourse 


Chinese Home-Style Cooking Class 

Cook healthy, tasty, and easy-to-pre- 
pare Chinese home-style food and savor 
the dishes. Detailed English narration. 
Where: a local home, seven minutes’ 
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African Cool Nights 
for a Hot & Steamy 
Summer Party 

The International 
Friendship Football 
Club’s Africa United FC 
Massive, in alliance with 
the Deptford Crew & 

Black & White Color Pro- 
ductions, bring the cool- 
est night in town. The 4 
boys, DJ S-Press, DJ Al- 
bert, DJ Sinvula, & DJ 
‘C’ bring a sound extrav- 
aganza of African Dance 
Hall, Zouk/Zaiko, Reg- 
gae, Soul, R&B, UK Ga- 
rage, Hip Hop. 

Where: Schillers 3, 
next to west gate of Cha- 
oyang Park. When: June 1, 10pm till late. 
Tel: 1368 106 1172, 1368 112 5863 (Eng- 
lish & Chinese), & 1390 110 9347 (Eng- 
lish, Chinese & French). 

Young Professionals Happy Hour 

Three hundred free beers, other drinks 
and food. Lucky draw, DJ and special cock- 
tail: Long Island iced tea for 25 yuan. 

Where: Era, inside the Worker’s Sta- 
dium, Chaoyang District (You can find 
Era by entering the Worker’s Stadium 
main gate from the east. From there you 


drive from the Lido Hotel and 15 minutes 
from the Lufthansa Center. When: Every 
Monday, 7-9pm (June term). Fee: 120 yuan 
each session, 480 yuan full term. (Dinner 
included). Tel: 8462-2081, 1350 1035145. 


go along the south side 
until you reach entrance 
gate number 16). When: 
May 29, from 6:30pm. 
Tel: 6552-1786. 
Activities at China 
Nationalities 
Culture Park 

Tujia Minority’s Tra- 
ditional Sheba Festival; 
Hasake Minority: Felt 
Culture Exhibition; Ple- 
beians: Our History, Our 
Roots. 

Where: China Nation- 
alities Culture Park, 1 
Minzuyuanlu, Chaoyang 
District. When: May, 

8:30am-6pm. Admission: 
90 yuan. Tel: 6206-3647. 
Qianmen & Ancient Observatory 
Tour 

Tour with an expert guide around Qian- 
men Gate and the ancient Observatory. 
Climb up Qianmen and listen to the histo- 
ry of the gates around downtown Beijing. 
Explore ancient Chinese astronomy at Ji- 
anguomen. 

Where: meet at ticket kiosk of the 
Arrow Tower of Qianmen. When: May 
25, 5-7pm. Admission: 20 yuan. Tel: 
8462-2081, 1350 1035145. 
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Wine Dinner 

Guest Chef Bryan Nagao, from 
Kokage in Hong Kong, presents his 
five-course gourmet dinner, where 
he cooks “Japanese food with a 
Western twist” in partnership with 
the wine houses of Taylors Port, 
Louis Jadot and Gaja. 

Where: Aria Bar and Restau- 
rant, China World Hotel. When: 
June 8, 7pm. Price: 588 yuan each 
person with no service charges. Tel: 
6505-2266. 


Master 




Friday Overcast to cloudy 
May 24 Max: 25C. Min: 17C. 


Saturday ^ 
May 25 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 33C. Min: 18C. 


Monday ^ 
May 27 

Clear 

Max: 29C. Min: 15C. 


Wednesday 
May 29 
Cloudy 

Max: 30C. Min: 17C. 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print employ- 
ment, language exchange and 
accommodation info for individ- 
uals. Feel free to email us at 
bjtodayinfo @ ynet.com or call 
65902520. By Priscilla / Lydia 


Sunday , 

May 26 

Cloudy to clear 
Max:31C.Min: 17C. 


Tuesday w 
May 28 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 31C. Min:16C. 


Thursday 
May 30 
Cloudy 

Max: 28C.Min: 16C. 




Past of Old Capital — Joint 
Exhibition of Chinese Paintings 

More than 60 works by Ma Haifang, Cun 
Chengxin. Ma’s works features regular peo- 
ple’s life in Beijing. Sun’s focus — old quan- 
drangles, memories of childhood. 

Where: New Art Center, 136 Nanchizi 
Dajie, Dongcheng District. When: May 
25-31, 9am-5pm. Admission: free. Tel: 
6528-9103. 


Latinos 

May 31, 6pm, Latin lounge, 9:30pm, 
live Colombian band. Where: Latinos, 
at the entrance to Chaoyang Park’s 
bar Street, next to Big Easy. Open: 
11am till late. Tel: 6507-9898. 
Football Matches 

Where: The Club Football Cen- 
ter, Red House Hotel, 10 Chunxiu- 
lu. When: May 24-26, three matches 
one day, around noon, 6pm and 9pm. 
Tel: 6417-0497. 

International Friendship 
Football Club 

Men, women and youth football 
every weekend. Anyone (from begin- 
ner to advanced level) is welcome to 
join a team or if you have a 
team, you are also welcome to join. 
Play on grass fields near Wangjing. 


Fee: 100 yuan, 50 yuan for stu- 
dents. Tel: 6234-7106 (Robert Gon- 
nella). Web: www.triggerfish.de/iffc 
E-mail: iffc@263.net 
Intelligence Valley 

Where: Huairou County, north of 
Beijing. When: May 25. Walking 
time: flexible. Route: Two options to 
this water valley hike. This valley fol- 
lows a watercourse. There are seven 
swimming holes along the way, the 
biggest Dragon Pool. Option 2 follow 
the stream down to the very end to 
the entrance of a park. For fast hik- 
ers, it will take two and half hours 
to walk through the valley. Then hike 
through the village outside of the 
park to the wall. Go up the Wall and 
walk along. How to join: mail to 
bjhikers@yahoo.co.uk 


An Ear to the Ground in May 

Two bands — Secondhand Roses 
and Sweet Child. From Heilongjiang 
Province, Secondhand Roses combines 
rock’n’roll with Er Ren Zhuan (a song- 
and-dance duet popular in Heilongji- 
ang, Jilin and Liaoning Provinces). It 
was established half a year ago. Its lead 
singer and guitarist Liang Long will 
perform both male and female Er Ren 
Zhuan roles. Founded in 1997, Sweet 
Child features British style rock’n’roll. 
Most of the members majored in art. 


Where: CD Cafe, Dongsanhuanlu, 
Chaoyang District. When: May 31, 
10pm. Admission: 50 yuan. Tel: 
6501-8877 ext. 3032. 

Music at CD Cafe 

Brain Failure, The End of the World, 
Moppet When: May 26. Secondhand 
Roses, Sweet Child. When: May 31. 
Where: CD Cafe, Dongsanhuanlu, Cha- 
oyang District. Tel: 6501-8877 ext. 3032. 
Music at the Get Lucky 

Modern Sky Music Festival. Iron 
Kite, DS010, Sound Fragments. When: 
May 25. Heavy Music Magazine orga- 
nizes heavy rock metallic music festi- 
val. When: May 31. Where: Get Lucky 
Bar, east of the south gate of Duiwai 
Jingmao. Tel: 6429-9109. 

Band Tang Dynasty 
Live Performance 

Famous rock to’ roll band in China. 
Where: Sweetness Club, 19 Anjialou, 
Liangmaqiaolu, Chaoyang District. 
When: May 31. Tel: 8456-2899. 


Ballet 

By Spanish State Ballet Troupe. 
Art director: Nacho Duato. 

Where: Tianqiao Theater, 33 
Beiweilu, Xuanwu District. When: 
May 31-June 1, 7:30pm. Admis- 
sion: 80-500 yuan. Tel: 8528-2509, 
8528-2510. 

Modern Dance Drama — 
Thunder & Storm 

By Beijing Dace Institute Ex- 
perimental Troupe. Where: Beijing 
Xiqu School Rehearsal Theater, Ma- 
jiapu, Yangqiao. When: May 26,27, 
7:30pm. Admission: 40-100 yuan. 
Tel: 6758-7161. 


Dance Joint Performance 

By groups Bencao Studio, Dance 
Hall in March, Empty Dance Hall. 
Where: Beijing Modem Dance Troupe 
Experimental Theater. When: May 
24,25, 7:30pm. Tel: 6758-7161. 
Ballet: Red Detachment of 
Women 

Where: Tianqiao Theater, 33 Bei- 
weilu, Xuanwu District. When: May 
27-28, 7:30pm. Tel: 6317-0465. 


Russian State Great Circus 
China Tour 

This group’s third China tour 
since 1956 and 1993. Where: Work- 
ers’ Gym, Gontibeilu, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. When: May 31, 7:30pm, June 1, 
2:30pm, 7:30pm. Tel: 6501-6655. 




Folk Music 

By Central Minority Orchestra. The 
music is composed based on the theme of 
more than 10 Chinese paintings of Tang, 
Song, Ming and Qing dynasties. This com- 
bines the art of music and painting. 

Where: Century Theater, 40 Li- 
angmaqiaolu, 1km east of Lufthansa 
Shopping City. When: June 1 and 2, 
7:30pm. Admission: 60-600 yuan. Tel: 
8528-2236. 

Light Chinese Music Concert 

By Chinese Music Orchestra of the 
China Opera House and Dance Ensem- 
ble. Conductor: Yang Chunlin. Special 
guest: Liu Bingyi. First violin: Wang 
Chunsheng. 

Where: Forbidden City Concert Hall, 
Zhongshan Park. When: May 26, 7 :30pm. 
Admission: 30-380 yuan. Tel: 

6559-8285. 

Concert: Candle Song 
in Moonlight 

Where: China Children’s Art The- 


reminds people of the Italian neo- 
realist film Bicycle Thief. 

Where: Cultural Office of the Ital- 
ian Embassy, 2 Sanlitun Dong’eijie, 
Chaoyang District. When: May 30, 
7pm. Admission: free. Tel: 6532-2187. 
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Minority Isolated from World 


By Jiang Zhong 

People of the Miao and Yi ethnic mi- 
norities live on opposite sides of the 
Qing Shui River (>§ 7R>R[) in Pu Zhe 
Hei Village (ttlW). 

Some 20 Miao families here drink lo- 
cal spring water. The vegetables they 
grow, sheep and cattle they feed and fish 
and mussels they catch have sustained 
their lifestyle over centuries. 

The Yi village here has a larger popu- 
lation of 3,800 people, about 900 families. 
The Xiang Bu Dao (Beyond Expectation) 
Restaurant here supplies local liquor de- 
rived from com. 

Lotus root, fish caught in the river, 
beancurd, red pepper jam and the corn 
liquor boast a traditional Yi meal. 

Rice here is processed in wooden 


Sani Residences 


vessels and has a slightly different fla- 
vor. The talkative owner Li Qun can 
tell stories about local customs. 

The Sani minority, a branch of the 
Yi, live on the opposite side of Qing 
Shui River. Sani people worship fierce 
beasts, cattle and bamboo. Phallicism 


also prevails here. 

The Torch Festival on June 24 is one 
of the most important festivals of the 
Yi people. On that night, local people 
dance with torches in hand. 

Where: Pu Zhe Hei lies 280 kilome- 
ters southeast of Kunming, capital city 
of Yunnan. Getting there: Bus from Kun- 
ming heading for Bei Qiu stop at the vil- 
lage. (7 hours, 45 yuan) Admittance for 
attractions at Pu Zhe Hei: Five yuan for 
Xian Ren Dong (God Cave); 14 yuan for 
boat tour of Qing Shui River; 5 yuan for 
riding a horse. 

Tips: 

•Restaurants here all supply ac- 
commodation. The hotel outside the 
Sani village is an alternative. 

•Differences in temperature create 


striking contrasts here. Sunproof ac- 
cessories, raincoat, flashlight and thick 
clothes are needed. 

•Stone hills, the river, traditional 


residences, fields, lotus flower, wild 
ducks, sunrise and sunset and the lo- 
cal customs here all offer opportuni- 
ties for photo album. 


littiii 


By Jiang Zhong 

E mpress Dowager 
Cixi liked nothing 
more than popping 
over to visit the 
Niang Niang Miao 
Goddess Temple) on the 
western outskirts of Beijing, 
where she offered incense. 

To please their potentate, 
the eunuchs Liu Chengyin and 
An Dehai decided to fix up the 
muddy old ‘incense path’ to the 
temple. 

In principle, this might not 
seem so bad. But in 1892, 
they spent one tenth of the 
state’s annual revenue on 
construction. 

Thus the 20-kilometer 
stretch of road became known to 
Chinese as the Gold Road 
Jin Jie). In fact half the cash for 
road building went straight into 
the bank accounts of the two 
faithful, loyal and enterprising 
eunuchs. 


Rose Va I 
Pilgrims 


The usual suspects and 
certain troublemakers seeking 
to disrupt social stability at the 
time pointed out that China 
perhaps had other more 
pressing priorities - like 
staving off famine, for 
example, or an invasion 
by foreign imperial 
powers. 

When the Japanese 
invaded in the 1930s, 

100,000 worshipers were 
offering incense annually 
along this road. The 
imperial army raised the 
temple in 1937, but 
worshipers continued to 
visit the ruins via this 
road to pray for blessings. 
Witness to change 

Xu Shaofa, 77, was a 
witness to the religious 
fervor. 

“Eight cha peng (tea 
shelters) lined the road, 
offering worshipers a place for 
a break. However, no pilgrim 
would accept a seat at the 
shelter. Most drank the tea on 
bended knees.” 

“The tea shelters also offered 
a special service. Some 
worshipers disguised 
themselves as horses or donkeys 
by wearing animal masks. They 
would ask employees of the tea 
shelters to whip them on to the 
temple. 

In this way, the walkers 
sought forgiveness from the 
gods for their family members’ 
sins. “According to the doctrines 
of Chinese religion, sinners 
are reincarnated as animals — 
horses, donkeys, pigs or dogs 
after death.” 

Ren Yu spent his childhood 
40 years ago at 47th Middle 
School, right beside the incense 
road. 

“I still remember the little 
bells tinkling on a summer’s 
day,” he said. “A group of 
donkeys and their tinkling bells 
were passing by the playground. 


Gold Road 


y Rewards 


d Hikers 


Ruins of Jin Xian An 




First tea shelter en route 




“The strange rhythms 
attracted us schoolchildren 
and we rushed to the windows 
to admire the spectacular 
‘parade’. We saw each of these 
20 or so donkeys carried two 
bags.” 

Petals fell from the 
bags leaving a colorful 
trail along the road. 

“The teacher tried in 
vain to order us back 
to our seats. Finally she 
gave up and joined in 
watching the donkeys 
with us.” 

But this teacher was 

not to be so easily 
defeated. 

“She told us about the Rose 
Valley on the other side of the 
mountain behind the school. The 
roses there had thick petals and 
subtle fragrances. 

“The essence refined from 
roses for perfume, she said, 
was more expensive than gold. 
And for us at that time, gold 
was second to nothing and so 
this produced loud gasps of 
admiration.” 


Valley was about 20 kilometers 
away, an incredibly long 
distance to us.” 

Expedition team 

Ren Yu and his two 
companions resolved to visit 
their beautiful “Eastern 
Europe”. They finally set off 
on an expedition, of course 
without telling their parents or 
anyone in the school. 

“We walked on the incense 
road with cobblestones polished 
by the worshipers’ heavy 
tread,” said Ren. “I remember 
listening to leaves rustling in 
the wind.” 

They walked four hours 
before finally reaching the 
village of Jian Gou (>|b]>£|) at 
the foot of the Miao Feng (&!>[ 
Strange Peak) Mountain. They 
could see no roses at all and 
they didn’t want to continue 
because of hunger. 

“A local peasant escorted 
us home on his way to the 
vegetable market on the other 
side of the mountain we had 
just come over,” said Ren. 

“He had to travel 50 
kilometers for some cabbages.” 

The peasant told them the 
ruins of Niang Niang Miao 
were still another two 
kilometers from the village, 
and Rose Valley was beside 
the temple. “We were so 
disappointed,” said Ren. “But 
the temptation of a meal won 
this time.” 

Ren completed the last two 
miles in 1988, some 20 years 
later. His stomach ached from 

the exhausting 40-kilometer 
hike. 

“I got to the ruins of 
the temple to find 
reconstruction had just 
begun. The old man who 
kept an eye on the 
construction site said Song 
Zi Niangniang (goddess of 
childbirth) was worshiped 
here by most worshipers. 
“When I returned to the 

city, I began showing off 
about my hiking experience to 
my friends.” 

Since then, Ren has kept 
returning to Niang Niang Miao 
once a week. 

Some of his friends followed 
suit. 


A trellis on the road 


Next she moved on to 
Bulgaria. 

“She named this country 
as having the largest rose 
output. We had often seen 
pictures of the scenery of 
Eastern European Communist 
countries during those days. 

So the Rose Valley became 
sort of synonymous with our 
Eastern European partners in 
our minds. 

“The teacher added that Rose 


“They are even more 
insistent than me. I found the 
Rose Garden. In fact, the whole 
Miao Feng Mountain has roses. 
In the busy season, June this 
year, the rose growers get up at 
4 o’clock in the morning to pick 
the blossoms. They can collect 
30 kilograms of roses daily.” 

But the journey, not getting 
there, gives Ren greater joy. 

“Old pine trees line the 
incense road. Each season here 
boasts the most beautiful 
scenery. In June when the roses 
blossom, the singing of cuckoos 
and noise of woodpeckers escort 
me all the way. 

“Wing-necked pheasant, roe 
deer and badgers also 
occasionally come out to meet 
tourists.” 

Deer traps used to be found 
along the route five years ago. 

“But today catching roe deer is 
forbidden. But specimens of the 
animal can still be found in the 
market priced around 100 yuan.” 
Tea shelter 

A tea shelter named Jin 
Xian An GfetljjS) still stands by 
the road. 

“One of Empress Dowager 
Cixi’s younger sisters left home 
and become a nun here,” he said. 

“The arduous hike has 
healed my friends’ diseases of 
the legs and bowels.” 

“Some say this is the power 
of the gods. Maybe. Students 
from Peking University have 
made even more effort. Bags of 
bricks weighing 35 pounds are 
carried by the students along 
the hiking route.” 

Where is Rose Valley ? 

On the side of Miao Feng 
Mountain 
Tips: 

•Hiking to the temple takes 
four hours; Jian Gou Village 
at the foot of the Miao Feng 
Mountain supplies meals and 
accommodation . 

•Early June is the right 
time for a rose walk at Miao 
Feng Mountain. 

•Cookies, wines and jam 
made of roses are available. 

•Niang Niang Miao 
standing atop Miao Feng 
Mountain, the terminal of the 
incense road hike, is a must. 
The temple fair and traditional 
religious rites are held May 
12-26. 

•A cherry picking festival is 
also held in May and June. 
Admission: 25 yuan 
Getting to the starting 
point of the incense road: 

Bus 346 from the Summer 
Palace to Bei An He (^bS>Rf)- 
Walk west for 20 minutes along 
the path towards Bei An He 
Village untill the entrance to 
Jiu Feng (If ll]f ). A railway runs 
before the entrance. Beside the 
railway, a narrow path leads 
to the entrance to 
Yang Tai Shan (P0 ^ 
1_L|), the starting point 
of the hiking. (Walk 
for three minutes to 
the entrance of Yang 
Tai Shan) 
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